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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE ON THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE SALT DEPARTMENT FOR 
THE YBAR 1899-1900. 


FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT—SEPARATE REVENUE, 
Darjeeling, the Ist October 1900, 
RESOLUTION—No, 1611T.—F, 


Reap— 


The Report of the Board of Revenue on the administration of the Salt Department 
for the year 1899-1900, 


During the year the sanction of the Secretary of State was obtained to the 
scheme as finally revised for the better administration of the Salt Department 
in Bengal and the formation of an administrative and preventive staff for the 
suppression of the illicit manufacture of salt in the maritime districts. It was 
received too late for the administration of the Orissa Salt Department to be 
made over dyring the year to the District Officers. That Department has there- 
fore been administered by the Assistant Commissioner of Salt Revenue 
throughout the year. He also remained in charge of salt operations in the 
saliferous districts of the 24-Parganas and Midnspore in subordination to 
the District Officers and subject to the control ‘of the Excise Commissioner, 
The Indian Salt Act, XII of 1882, contiriues to be the law in force in Orissa, 
while outside that province in the districts of the 24-Parganas (except 
Calcutta), Midnapore, Khulna, Backergunge, and Chittagong that Act and 
Bengal Act VII of 1864 are concurrently in force. With a view to improving 
the working of preventive operations under the existing law, sanction was 
accorded to the employment during the working season of a few special head 
constables in important thanas in the, saliferous tract for conducting salt 
searches, and special arrangements were made to enable the Salt Officers to 
cope with cases of organised resistance to searches in the Sundarbans, the 
frequency of which had attracted the attention of Government during tho 

revious year. Since the close of the year orders have been received from the 

overnment of India for the transfer of the saltpetre refineries in Calcutta and 
the suburbs from the control of the Northern India Salt Department to that of 
the Salt Department in Bengal. The Department, as reorganised, has now 
finally been put into working order, and its future operations will be watched 
with interest. 

2. The following statement shows the receipts and charges of the Salt 
Department, including those connected with imported salt, during each of the 
last six years:— 





see | 2,44,41,900 | 2,47,07,793 06,946 | 2,44,70,876 042, 57,274 
% eat) aaa ae toieee “gat “Alaina meet 


serene | want ee 73,451 1 
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* Revised figures #8 given in the Accountant-General’s final accounts, 
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Omanons. Re. Re. Rs. Rs, 


falaries, ‘warehouses and re- o0ceed yall aioe denen 44,061 


18. Compensation paid under 20,000 20,000 20,000 20,000 
the conyention Vtg the 
French ernment 

uu. Refunds of customs duiy on 1,78,267 214,173 1,61,417 1,79,601 


18, Charges of the Orisse Salt}  1,04,024} —1,48,800| 1,45,209 | 1,16,482 
Department, 





Motal .../ _5,62,201 | 8,68,009 | 8,20,000 | 8,00,0aa | 

Tra tasiee, wardtboses asiare:| ‘cthaint “iktea |” dor 
wards, Scher 

Toray Onaroxs ...| 0411! 4.95887 | _8,77,479 oan | 421,090, 
Approximate net revenue. | 207,866 | 2,40,08,44h | 2,07,62,201 | 8,43,85,004 | 2,47,19,018 | 9,0a07, 608 





* Revi 44 given in ‘tanit-General’s fin al accounts, 
sun Se abs rears emi gts 
The receipts show a steady rise from nt a to year with the single 
oe of 1897-98, The income of the year under review shows an increase of 
Rs. 6,70,203 over that of the preceding year, the improvement occurring chiefly 
under import duty. There was.a slight falling off in the revenue from excise 
salt, the merchants who used, to resort to the Orissa factories for their supplies 
having shown a preference for Madras salt, which is of better quality. The 
increase in the proceeds from the rent of warehouses is attributed to lar 
stocks of salt in bond during the year. There was a decrease of Rs. 83,109 
in charges under the head “Refunds of customs duty on salt” against an 
increaso of Rs. 35,467 in charges of the Orissa Salt Department, which include 
charges incurred for the salt operations in the 24-Parganas and Midnapore, 
The increase was chiefly due to the amount paid towards the cost of the steans, 
launches for use in the Dindatbans, oe 
8. The following matomant shows the Snerenions in the 5 relame of the 
salt trade in Bengal during the last Tee years 
bis hai pe excluding salt imported by Tand from Ganjam and 
the Upper Provinces on which duty is not paid in Bengal.:— 

















1897-98, 1898-99, 1899-1900, 
Mads, Mads. Mads, 
Opening stock — Ade 
Sea imported salt im bond _10,61,718 —_-28,86,783 —-27,78,149 
Excise saltin bond =... 4,138,589 5,58,893 4,84,510 
Total ... 14,765,802 + 34,40,026. —-_-32,62,602. 
ae and ea 1 j 
ea impo: a ,20,917  1,08,49 1,07,81,024 
Menufnotured or added‘. 1'62'35 97861, Si 
Total «+ 1,28,83,268 —_1,08,49,296 1,07,81,024 
Gnanv Tora: —..._1,88,58,570 1,87,94,922 —_1,40,48,676 








Clearance— , ai ; 
oo imported salt from 52,16,628. 42,94,072 41,383,038 


ip ; 
Seaimportedsalt frombond  51,02,643 60,66,480 —_—‘65,77,204 
Excise salt-from bond... ‘17,047 "63755 oS G16 
Add to adjusterror |... j 126. 
| —_" a ——— — ———— 
Total clearance —.., 1,03,36,318  1,04,24,4381,07,72,858 
Wastage, &.  .... 76,62 1,07, 1,165,963 
Maio stock— ae: ; 
s imported salt in bond —«-28,86,783 ~—27,78,142 —-97.39.715 
Excise salt in bond 4. = 658,893 ecole 4,15, 140 


abit Paty bi) GT ty 34,45,006 2 82,62,652 81,564,865.» 
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The stock of salt in the golahs, which at the commencement of the year 
stood at over 32} lakhs of maunds, fell at the close of the year to a little over 
314 lakhs of maunds. The quantity of salt lying afloat in the port of Calcutta; 
ready to be sold direct to purchasers, which at the end of the receding year 
eae to 2,23,534 maunds, dropped during the year 1899-1900 to 1,29,284 
maunds, 

4. The combined imports of salt into Calcutta and Chittagong show a 
net increase of 4,30,028 maunds compared with 
those of the previous year, the increase occurring 
wholly in Calcutta, Tho following statement shows the different countries and 
ports from which shipments of salt wore made during the last three years:— 


Percent Percen! 


tage | Percetitage 
of ee y spare. | guests 
impo: mi i 
1897-98. 1898-99, 1899-1900, Hor enh, | Save | mere 
group in roup in 
1897-98, Ta08-09. 





Imports. 


















I. United King- 
dom - .., 
II, Hamburg ... 
Madagascar 
and States 
on the east 
coast of ; 
Africa... 29,367 47,107 ose "24 

Ras Rawayah 


1V..M a mmad 5,87,576 801,111 6,77,093 


Muscat and 11,16,667 | 8,79,307 6,82,374 

other States, 28°31 
Aden ar 11,28,113 8,85,076 10,36,408 
Hanjam_ ... 5,45,233 . 2,19,018 1,835,857 

i 474 96,558 1,18,772 





71,15,201 


473, 


62,76,968 | 61,638,731 | 58-29 
5,08,510 } 14,16,240] 7-96 














28°80 


; ay 86,564 79,434 31,044 ‘71 77 29 
VE. Bombay .../  6,67,347|  5,67,473| 5,19,071| 4:56] 5:38! 4a] 
Total | 1,22,21,964 } 1,08,50,562 | 1,07,80,590 | 100° | 400° | 100- 





Asin the two previous years there was no importation of salt from 
Egyptian and other non-European ports beyond the Saez Canal (Group Id) 
during the year under review. With the exception of Hamburg, Aden, 
and Linga, all foreign countries, as well as Madras and Bombay, sent smaller 
Same of salt to Bengal, and there was no importation at all from 

ladagascar and the States on the east coast of Africa. The importations of 
Hamburg salt, which last year showed a considerable falling off, have durin 
the year under review inereased largely, and show’ the highest figure o 
recent years, The clearances in Calcutta show a marked increase in the 
demand for Aden and Red Sea salts, the quality of which is said to have 
improved of late. 

5, Excluding 21,048 maunds of Madras and Bombay salt cleared free 

of duty in Calcutta, duty was paid on 40,81,554 

Beg ne > cee maunds cleared from shipboard against 41,95,875 
maunds in the previous year, while the clearances from bond rose from 
56,22,188 maunds to 60,37,641 maunds. On the whole the total clearances 
of all kinds, including those of Bombay and Madras salts and of excise salt, rose 
from 1,04,24,307 maunds to 1,07,72,858 maunds. 
2B) Deducting from the above clearances the excess of exports from 

Bengal by land and river over the imports by the 
_ Consumption of salt, same routes, amounting to 5,94,785 maunds, and 
adding 16,265 maunds of-saltpetre brought into use, the’ balance of salt left for 


a 
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consumption rose from 98,33,328 maunds in 1898-99 to 1,01,94,338 maunds in 
1899-1900. The rate of consumption per head was 5 seers and 2 chitaks 
against 4 seers and 15 chitaks in 1898-99. In the saliferous tracts, excluding 
Orissa, the consumption of licit salt has increased from 4 seers 14 chitaks per 
head in 1898-99 to 5 seers 5 chitaks in 1899-1900. The highest rate p: ed 
in Howrah and the 24-Parganas (5 seers 9 critekay followed by Chittagong (5 
seers 8 chitaks), Backergunge {5 seers 7 chitaks), Khulna (5 seers 4 chitaks), 
Noakhali (5 seers 3 chitaks), and Midnapore (4 seers 12 chitaks), The universal 
increase in consumption in these saliferous tracts, with the exception of 
Noakhali, where a small decrease (476 na gure occurred as compared with the 
revious year, is ascribed to the improved condition of the. people owing to good 
arvests, and in the 24-Parganas, where the rate of consumption advanced from 
4 seers 10 chitaks in 1898-99 to 5 seers 9 chitaks during the year, to the activit 
of the special establishment employed to check illicit manufacture of salt. Of 
the total increase of 38,506 maunds in consumption in the 24-Parganas, 33,830 
maunds, or, 87'8 per cent., was contributed by the 14 thanas in which preventive 
gperations were carried on by the Salt Deparvaaaat The large increase of 1 
seer 7 chitaks per head of population in Chittagong is particularly noticeable, 
and indicates that the measures adopted to prevent illicit manufacture have 
been attended with success. In Orissa the consumption per head rose from 
5 seors 7 chitaks to 5 seers 8 chitaks, this rate being the highest on record in 
the last ten years. The Lieutenant-Goyernor has read these figures with the 
eatest interest. They leave no doubt that the attack which was organized 
ast year in the illicit manufacture in the Sunderbuns ‘has already met with 
signal success. It will be persevered in .and will be helped by the fall in the 
rice of licit salt, which has set in as a consequence of the opening of the East 
oast Railway. 
7. he price of salt was generally lower than in the previous year. 
ene The average wholesale price (exclusive of duty) of 
sia hy dreoe 100 maunds of Liverpool salt purchased from the 
ship’s side in the port of Calcutta fell from. Rs. 66-11-4 to Rs, 62-4-11, while 
the selling price (exclusive of duty), which in 1897-98 had varied from 
Rs. 97-12 to Rs, 63-1-1, and in 1898-99 from Rs. 73-0-8 to Rs. 61, ranged during 
the past year between Rs, 67-11-8 and Rs, 66-2,- It is evident that the recent 
and rapid growth in the competition of Indian-made galt with the imported 
article is, as was anticipated by Government last year, exercising an influence 
in cheapening the latter, which may prove to be of considerable importance 
to the consumer. The averago wholesale price, inclusive of duty, at the 
12 chief marts of Bengal was Rs. 3-9-4 per maund against Rs. 3-10-90 in 
1898-99. ‘The corresponding average based on the wholesale prices of all 
the districts in Bengal also fell from Rs. 3-18-1 to Rs. 3-11 per maund. 
The wholesale price of excise salt in Orissa continued throughout the year 
to be one anna a maund for the salt of 1894 and two annas a maund for that 
of subsequent years. 
8. The total imports of ay bey salt from Madras, the Upper Provinces 
and Assam rose from 6,34,008 maunds to 7,09,599 
" maunds during the year, the increase being due 
mainly to larger importations from Madras owing to the facilities of 
carriage afforded by the East Coast Railway and to the importations of 
karkatch crushed salt. The exports from Bengal to the North-Western 
Provinces and Oudh, Rajputana and Central India, and Nepal, Sikkim, Tibet, 
Bhutan and Madras rose by 1,00,540 maunds against a decrease of 39,915 
maunds in the exports to Assam, the Panjab, and the Central Provinces. ‘The 
net result was an excess of exports over imports of 5,94,785 maunds against an 
excess of 6,09,671 maunds in 1898-99. 
9. The number of*cases in which contraband salt was attached, including 
wa ‘dete Ga ee that occurred in the Orissa districts, rose from. 
1,096 to 1,272 during the past year, and the quan- 
tity of salt confiscated rose from 510 maunds to 
688 maunds, showing an increase of 84-9 per cent. in the quantity confiscated. 
On an average 17 seers of salt were attached and 204 seers confiscated in each - 
case as against 24 seers and 203 seers, respectively, in the previous » The 
quantity confiscated was largest in the 24-Parganas (472 maunds), followed by 


. 


Inter-provincial trade. 


Working of the 
rules. 











Puri (115 maunds). In Orissa the number of cases in which salt was confis- 
cated rose from 231 to 343, and the quantity of salt confiscated from 78 to 155 
maunds, The total number of cases instituted in the Courts throughout 
Bengal was 851 against 966 in 1898-99. The number of cases instituted in 
the 24-Parganas fell from 409 in 1898-99 to 342 during the year. The 
es of these cases, viz. 305 were sent up by the Salt Preventive officers 
for trial for illicit manufacture of salt under the Indian Salt Act, XII of 1882, 
and convictions were obtained in the case of 346 persons out of 362 attually 
tried. The result is satisfactory. In Midnapore the number of cases instituted 
rose frém 32 to 66, the increase being practically confined to offences for illicit 
manufacture. Altogether 66 persons were sent up for trial for all offences, of 
whom 47 were convicted. Compared with the previous year, there was an 
increase of 50 in the number of cases instituted in Orissa. 


Altogether there were 1,299 seizures and 54 unsuccessful searches in tho 
salt-bearing tracts in Bengal during the year against 1,149 and 39, respectively, 
in the previous year, In the 24-Parganas the proportion of unsuccessful 
house searches to seizures is satisfactory, being 18 to 630, Rewards were 
disbursed to the amount of Rs, 6,682. 


10. A separate chapter in the report is as usual devoted to Orissa, ‘I'he 
eS HS most prominent and important feature of this is 
Aen " the and rapid advance which the improved 
facilities of transport, afforded by the extension of the East Coast Railway, 
have enabled Madras salt to make at the expense of the Liverpool article. 
This POMP PTEETARY new element is the subject of frequent reference in the 
report, and appears to have already, exercised a not inconsiderable influence 
on prices in the whole Province. It is, however, in Orissa that its results are 
most striking and apparent. During the last two years the imports of Madras 
salt into Orissa have risen by over a lakh of maunds, or 32 per cent., while those 
of Liverpool salt have fallen by 67,000 maunds, or 26 per cent. This result 
was anticipated last year by the Excise Commissioner on the ground of the great 
difference in price in fayour of Madras salt, and, as tho Board now remark, 
his anticipations are being realised more quickly than was expected. The 
Board write :— 


“Madras salt has practically ousted Liverpool salt from Cuttack ; and in Balasore it 
has more than obtained a footing ; for while none was sold there in 1897-98 and only 4,066 
maunds in 1898-99, the quantity that found its way there in 1899-1900 was no less than 
67,934 maunds. Its further progress towards Midnapore and Calcutta is regarded as being 
only o question of time, unless in the meanwhile the price of Liverpool salt undergoo 
a material reduction.” 

11. Besides improvements in communications, improvements of working 
methods are a recent and important factor in fayour of Madras salt, It is 
stated that at four important centres, of distribution in Orissa, Liverpool salt 
was unable to compete with the refined salt turned out from Madras factories 
by the Oriental Salt ‘Trading Company, which is reported to be carrying on a 
flourishing trade in salt manufactured by improved processes, and to have 
opened three new depots poy the year. It remains to be seen how far this 

- new development will proceed, Madras refined salt has already reached the 
Midnapore district, into which a large quantity was imported during the year, 
causing a fall in the price of Liverpool salt. It is however reported that the 
flavour of the Madras salt is not to the taste of the people of Midnapore. Tho 
experience of Orissa suggests the inference that this distaste may pass off with 
time. Should this be so, Liverpool salt at its present prices has evidently a 
formidable competitor to reckon with in places where it has hitherto enjoyed 
a monopoly, ca ihe results of the competition may be far-reaching. Whatever 
they may bap the introduction of competition cannot fail to be of advantage to 
‘the consumer, especially to the poorer classes, with whom cheapness is the 


primary dsideratum, ee 
athe consumption of locally-manufactured salt in Orissa fell slightly from 
that ofthe previous year. In spite of reductions in price, the quality 
of this salt, which consists of the stock left in hand at the ‘Tua and Gurubai 
factories, when they stopped working in 1898, is so inferior to that of its 











12. Ths chavke-ct she Midioniens ors Qghik Biehl 1G. 5. Sige, ; 
Commissioner of Excise, Bengal, and the Board of Besser for thoir adminis. — 
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E. N. BAKER, | 
Secretary to the Govt, Sm 





| For the weak ending the Ist October 1900. 


-  Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar 3°49, Kalna 4:26, Katwa 8:87, Raniganj'5*43. Weather 
seasonable. In the Kalna subdivision aus crop harvested; some eee apprehended to 


aman, sugarcane anc. jute owing to excessive:rai Prospects fair in Katwa and Ranigan}. 
In the Sadar subdivision slight damage apprehended. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells as follows : — Ae tees eee 


é : Srs. 
Sadar ide gee vee il 
Kalna any 8 see oe 103 
Katwa a ae soe 19. (BEF FUpes. 
iganj a Se op 1B 


Birbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 3°15, Rampur Hat 2:22. Weather soasonable. Stand- 
in; — doing well. Price of rice at Sadar and Rampur Hat 12 seers per rupee, Fodder 
cient. 


Bankura.—Rainfall at Bankura 8-25, Vishnupur 7:28. Weather variable. Rainfall 
during the first part of tho week has dono some damage to sugarcane, biri, tid and aus, but has 
been favourable to aman, Weeding of wintor crops going on. Fodder and water sufficient. 
No cattle-disease. Price of common rice at Bankura 13 seers 2 chitaks and at Vishnupur 
11 seers 4 chitaks per rupee. : 


Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 13°60, Qontai 7:31, Ghatal ‘8:49. Weather fair and 

a: in pp we are in 1 aoe — dam by the recent flood. 

‘ortions of Contai an stal are still under water. Fodder sutiicient except in the flooded 
tracts. No oattle-disegse. Rice sells as follows :— ain 


Srs. 

— ais ie we 12 
ntai RB ulisten ae ace 14 }per y 
Ghatal FF ve Be Tap gah 


tion s in many places. Much damage has bean caused to the standi f 
tito 0 sells at 10 seers por rupee. 2 AP eHTAS . osee 


Howrah.—Rainfall at Sadar 9°43, Ulubaria 6°70, Weather cloudy with oocasional 
showers, ‘Tho peney crops in many i are still under water; and much go is 
apprehended, Hodder and water sufficient.” Common rice sells at 10° seors 5 afin 
per rupee. 

24-Parganas.—Rainfall at Sadar 6:42, Basirhat 3:02, Diamond Harbour 5°68. 
Weather cloudy and rainy in the beginning of the week. Prospects of aman improved in 
places in the Sadar and Diamond Harbour subdivisions and in others not hopeful. Steeping 
of jute and cutting of aus continue. Oattle-diseaso reported from some parts of the Basirhat 
subdivision, Fodder and water sufficient. Common rico sells as follows :— 


pti iiypcveege at,Sadar 7:11, Serampore 7:12, Arambagh 4:63. Work of oultiva- 


Srs. 
«! Sadar one ose - ty 
Basithat ee ve cs @. f DOE Rape. 
Diamond Harbour eee aoe eee Ilg 1 


Nadia.—Rainfall at Sadar 8:42, Kushtia 2:17, Meherpur 3:13, Ohuadanga 1:81, 
Ranaghat 3:05. Weather seasonable. The reosnt rain damaged the standing crops in parts 
of the district except in Kushtia, where they are good. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
* Sadar Se oe ( one oo 123 | 
ee one aoe eee 1 
ur eee oe oo per rupee, 
Chundange ae tee oo 124 ! 
Ranagha tee Te ees 9s 


Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°72, Jangipur 0°78, Lalbagh 1:99, Kandi 3:22. 
Weather hot and cloudy. spate ye. aus nearly finished. Jute cutting going on. 
Prospects of sugarcane good. Considerable damago anticipated to winter rive crop in por- 

~ tions of Kandi subdivision owing to cyclone, but the extent of the damage cannot be estimated 






sail tee eee ere further subsided. River rapidly falling, 
d Lal ht. Sowing of kalai gee Cattle-diseas 
a Neweds. eed me sctiaeak Gonrain fs eligea fallow 





8rs. " 
ance oe see om is} 
ipur coer ey bee 3. i 
Lalbagh er . ae oe |p ? 
Kandi in 03) pe cE ee F 


* peace ce Sed preret ie eats 3 bP Narail 154. A ees hot, cloudy 
owers. Prospects ing crops g Harvesting us padd 
Pane and water sufficient, Common oe soll sells as follows : i—- 7 ae 


Srs. 
Soiag. 008 sence ons nas mead 
enida ona oat as sa ru 
» Narail mi om ink we 13} at 


Khulna,—Rainfall at Sadar 1:58, Bagerhat 2:27, Satkhira 2:95, Weather season- 
able. I rm rmnumy. of aman paddy is over. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice 
is as follows: 


ns 
nel ; oe on ‘ oe 
rv ° oes e9e eee i a 
Setkhira nw Mae inc? ie Ri 


Rajshahi.—Rainfall at Sadar 291, Nator 2:36, Naugaon I-61. Prospects. of crops 
good. Oattle-pox reported from Boalia, Fodder and water sufficient ty Common rice 
. 14 seers per rupee. - 


Dinajpur.—Average rainfall 3°83, Weather showery. A litte more rain wanted in 
south of district. Prospect. of aman moderate. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water 
— Rice 15 seers a rupee at Sadar and 13 seors at Thakurgaon. 


Jalpaiguri.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:29." Weather soasonable, Transplantation of 
haimanti paddy finished. Harvesting of oo and jute continues. Common rice sells at 
14 seers per rupeo, Fodder and wie elliott ’ 


eeling. Rainfall at Darjocling” 116, Kurseong 2:36, Siigari 3:16. Weather 


seasonable. ‘a, bhadoi oad end potatoes are rad harvested; fara marua 
and haimanti paddy progressing. Harvesting ot tose’ jute and ‘transplanting 
of haimanti paddy Iihished.- ears re rice ‘pells as fo 
— 
Hills oes oon des 
Terai oe aoe wee rr ra per rupee. 


Bhutta sells at Darjeeling 24 seers and at Kalimpong 28 seers per rupee. 
Rangpur.— Rainfall at Sadar -42, Nilphamari 3°41, ‘Weather hot. More rain wanted. 


Kees jute and trang lantation of aman almost finished. Cattle-disease prevails in 
i, Water oud der sufficient. Cozmon rice sells as follows :— 
Srs. 
Sader ie <a ee ap 
; aoe ng ie ea are 
Kurigram : oe - 4 oer to) 
—Avverage rainfall 1:32. itating of jute and nlioniah alone finished. m 
Ses’ rain LE g ‘odder ‘and water sufficient. Coniindh vies at 14 seers per cape, 


Cattle-disease reported from Panchbibi. 


Pabna.—Rainfall at Sadar 2 07, Siraj 0°69, Weather hot and Sepdye Prospocts 
of crops good. Prices unchanged, , i 


__ Dacea.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘53, Manikganj *41, Manshigenj. 26, Narainganj 25. 
Monsoon weather. Prospects of standing orops good,” Podde! available, No wdiseage, 
Common rice 114 seers per rupee. Hh -auseiegs noe 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE 


M (gg Fm at Sadar 0°40, Jamalpur 2°18, Kishoroganj 0°29, Netrokona 0°15, 
Tangail 2-29. Weather seasonablé. Prospects of standing ero good except in Jamalpur, 
where more rain is needed. Harvesting of jute continues. Fr der and water sufficient. 
Condition of cattle good. Common rice sells as follows :— 


” 








Srs. 
Sadar one tee ove 12 
Tangail a ose tee 12 
Netrokona a oe ss -:124 >> per{rupee. 
Kishoregenj ‘00 te tee ll} 
Jamalpur sa ose ay Out 


Faridpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 0°67, Goalundo 0°45, Madaripur 5°02. Weather seasonable. 
Common rice 12} seers per rupee. 


Deskeresnge. rua at Sadar ‘24. Weather soasonable. Prospects of orops good. 
Oommon rice seils at 12 seers (aman) and 14 seers (aus) per rupee. 


Tippera.—Rainfall at Sadar 1-04, Brahmanbaria ‘11, Chandpur ‘5. Weathor somewhat 
hot. More rain wanted for aman crop. Water and fodder sufficient. Price of common rice 
averages 13} seers per rupee. 


Noakhali—Rainfall at Sadar 0:26, Feni 0:17. Transplantation of aman finished. 


Prospects good. Fodder and water good. Common rice sells at (aus) 16 seors and (aman) 
12} seers per rupee. 


Chittagong.—Raiofall at Sadar 0-02, Cox’s Bazar 0:08. Rain still wanted for 
transplantation of aman crop. Water and fodder sufficient. Oattle-disease still continues in 
Chakaria and Ramu. Common rice 12 seers per rupee, 


Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar 5'99, Barh 1:67, Bihar 0°64, Dinapur 5°80, Hilsa 6:65. 
Good rain iu hathia. Prospeois of —. much improved. Fodder and water for cattle 
sufficient. Oommon rice in Patna sells at 15,s60rs per rupee. 


Gaya.—Rainfall at Gaya 249, Jahanabad 4:57, Aurangabad 217, Nawada °5. 
Paddy doing well. ai lands being prepared, Common rice selling at 11} seers per rupee. 


Shahabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 6:76, Buxar 4:09, Sasaram 2:53, Dehri 4:21. Bhadoi 
harvesting continues. Standing crops good. Fodder and water sufficient. Rice sells at 
Sadar 12 seers per rupee. 


Saran.—Rainfall at Sadar 8:15, Siwan 1°74, Gopalganj 2°71. Weather cloudy and 
rainy. (The rainfall at subdivisions was much heavier than here reported, as the heaviest rain 
fell after reports submitted.) Harvesting of marua and makai still in progress. Winter 
paddy much benefited by recent rain, which will also help radi materially. Uommon rice 
sells at 13 seers 7 chitaks and makai 20 seers 10 chitaks per rupee. 


Champaran.—Rainfall at Sadar 8°30, Bottiah 8:00. Weather cloudy with showers and 
high wind. seer ory of aghani crop improved by the receut rain. Harvesting of makai and 
kodo continues. Fields being prepared for rabi crops. Fodder and water sufficient. Prices 
of common rice and maize at Sadar are 11 and 21 seers per rupee respectively. 


Muza nr.—Rainfall at Sadar 4°79, Hajipur 8:98, Sitamarhi 6°60, Prospects of 
aghani favourable. Prices are—Oommon rice 12} seers, wheat 124 seors, barley 17 seers, 
maize 224 seers, gram 144 seers, arhar 15} seers and marua 22} seers per rupee. 

Darbhanga.—Rainfall at Sadar 5:88, Samastipur 5°51, Madhubani 5:71. Paddy doing 
well. Harvesting of bhadoi almost over. Fodder and water sufficient. No ocattle-disease 
reported from anywhere. Common rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. 
Sadar oes eon eee ig 
Samasti eee vee tee per rupee. 
Medlsbank oe woe ese 14} 


Monghyr.—Rainfall at Monghyr 2°30, Begusarai 1:47, Jamui 2‘78, Weather cloudy 
and rainy with strong easterly wind. More rain still wanted for paddy. Kurthi, kalai, and 
sweet potatoes are being sown in the Begusarai subdivision. Lands are being prepared in 
the Jamui subdivision. Standing crops doing well. Oommon rice sells as folllows :— 


Sis. 
Monghyr oe wee vee 114 
Bogusarai Kee oe »» 124} per rupeo, © 
Jamui, vis one Soa ee : 


Bhagalpur.— Weather seasonable. Standin g crops resent favourable pects. Prices 
going down. No cattlo-discase. Fodder and water atnple. oe 








rat 


Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar 14-71, Kishanganj 9:36, Araria 9:12, ‘Weather rainy. and 


loudy, Steeping of jute nearly over. ‘Transplanting ‘of peddy seedlings complete. 
Saaan of aghani : generally good. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Common rice sells as follows :— if 


Sra, 
Sadar a oss ar Py ui| 
Kishanganj saat hoy oan 4 } per rupee, 
Araria 2 ‘ +e ose eee oe 18 


Malda.— Rainfall at Sadar 6°55, Shibganj 2°56, Gajole 6-60, Weather hot and cloudy 
with heavy rain in northern parts, Harvesting of ‘bhadoi paddy completed. Cattle-disease 
reported from Shibganj at Gajole, Fodder and water sufficient. Average price of rice 
> stationary, ’ ; 


Sonthal Parganas,—Avorage rainfall 4-13. Weather stormy and cloudy. Standing 
crops me | very well, Fodder and water suflicient. Average price of rico 13 seérs and 
of maize 184 seers per rupee. 


Cattack.—Hainfall at Sadar 9:48, Jajpur 6°18, Kendrapara 4:53, Banki 1610. 
Weather rainy. Beali and mandia being harvested. Sarad and sugarcane growing. 
Oondition of men and cattle generally . Todder sufficient. Some damage to crops on 
low lands is apprehended on account o high flood. Oommon rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. 
ac eee oe owe at 
ajpur see toe or } 
Ration oon coe ase, Re rte 
Banki au oe oe 2] 


Balasore.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:37. Woolling of sarad ‘continues. Jute and asu cutting 

in progress. Beali crop in ear. Sugarcane thriving well. Rioo sells at 152, 13 and 16 seers 

rupee in interior, Balasore, and Bhadrak, respectively. High flood in Salandi, Kansbans, 

Dasabalong and Subarnarekha rivers. Flood-water now subsided. Crops on some flooded 
lands reported to haye suffered much in some places. Fodder wanting owing to floods, 


a all at Angul ‘56, Chhindipada 2-21, — 187. Weather season- 
able. wing of kulthi and mung and harvesting of mandia and autumn paddy in progress. 
Field labour available. Common rice selling from 8 to 13 seers per rupee in Angul and 8 
to 9 seers at Bissipara, In Khondmals number of persons daily on relief—Men 316, women 
423, children 168, 


Puri.—Rainfall at Sadar 6:30, Khurda 5°72. Weather seasonablo. Transplantin 
and weeding of sarad paddy continue. Laghu in ear. Beali and mandia being ha ° 
Sugarcane, cotton, arhar, and other miscellaneous crops thriving well. High flood all over 
district. Crops were under water for long time in certain pasts, “oddet and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells as follows :— : 


8rs. ch, 
Sadar cae Ae e « 1118 
Khurda... aes aes ss 18 2 > per rupee, 
Interior of district —.., i oe 12:16 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall at Sader 0°59, Giridi 1-59. Harvesting of bhadoi going on. 
Prospect of paddy good. Fodder and water sufficient, Common eoeaila as follows ‘nd 


Srs. 
Sadar eee ase aoe aee 18 
Giridi ye a He mn 12} errr 


ee be os seasonable. Prospect of winter rico good. Har- 

vesting o ly continues. Average price of ice is 10 seers 

No cattle-dlaoas reporied. " Fodder and water sufficient.” ee 
Palamau.—Rainfall 8-29, Weather clear. Rabi ficlds jared. Kurthi and 

gram being sown, Standing crops. all doing well. Prices at ake Mis 94 ines 

makai 27 seers, gram and w eat 10 seers per rupee, 
Manbhum.—Rainfall at ,Sadar 4:60, Gobind 3-10. Weather seasonable. Prospects 

of crops good. Catte-disase roported from thanas R Raghunathpur and Topchanchi, “Fodder 
water sufficiont,- Average common rice at seers i 

Gobindpur 11 seers.per rupee, Bupply sufficient. LS eee 


Singhbhum.—Report not received, 





except. in East Bengal and 
» The unusually heavy rain 


_ places in the urdwan, Presidency, Orissa Divi 
reported to be still under water. In Bihar tho hathia rain has benefited the rice crop 
and helped the ploughing of the raéi lands. More rain is still wanted for the rice crop in 
Dinajpur, Rangpur, Bogra, Mymensingh, Tippera, Chittagong, and Monghyr. Tho harvest- 
ing the autumn crops is almost over. The price of rico is reported to have rison in 12 
districts and fallen in 10. Fodder-supply is generally reported sufficient except in the flooded 
tracts of Midnapore and Balasore, fases of cattle-di continue to be reported from 
some districts, ‘ i 
By order of the Lieutenant-Goyernor of Bengal, 


F. A. SLACKE, 


Socretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 
Revenue Department, ’ 


The 2nd October, 1900, 
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Kesults of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory trom 









23rd to 20th September 1900. 
% TEMPRRATURE. Winn. 

d i : | g Rain. Wearuen, 

a \% 4 2 Prevailing dirce- 

i & i { ? tion, 
‘ 3] i p 
HBB sei : : 

° Inches. | ° e © Inches} ° % Tno! es. 

ne 28rd |120°8 Nil | 29°07 | 789 83:8, 86 | 75°2| 76-5 | 0°883| 75°5 | 89 | ESEandS*byE | 173/ 0°07 | Cloudy, 0, g, 4. 
* | 
» | 24th | 903) ,, 852 | 776| 787) 87 | 73°0| 756) :800| 747 | 91 |SEby E & WSW 112 8-44 } Cloudy, 0, g, d, p 
‘. 


., {25m |14ae| 28 | 800] 808/ 861] 129] 732/ 788) 037| 7:8 | 89 |SEby Gand SSE | 118) 421 } Chiefly ploudy, 
P , 








yy | 28th |180°8) 65 +856 | 82°5| 87:3, 98 | 775 | 784] 918) 766| 83 | SSE and S «+ | 97) Nil | Partially cloudy, 
y 27th | 1483 68 +849 | 82°4| 87°9| 11° | 766) 77:8) *892) 75°8| 81 | Sand SSW ° 103 ” Partially cloudy, 
a. 


28th | 145°8| 5:7 +808 | 841 | 80:1) 97 | 79°4 79°6 | 962 | 777 a1 8 by E and vari-} 102| ,, Partially ~ cloudy, 
al ie o 


} ‘ 
vy {20th 146-7) B84] +803 | 83-2) 879) 103 | 776) 78:8) 926) 769) 81 NNE and NNW 73| 0° 5 |Chiofly cloudy, 0, 4. 


















































Inch 
The toean pressure of the seven days soe <a ae 29834 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office eos to aes aan nan eee 29°783 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine... bax a ive 24-7 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine 3 eee ven 84:0 
The mean temperature of the seven days dies 81:4 
The average temperature of the corresponding. period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office eas eee ans 83:1 
The extreme variation of temperature | a, oak eed ot 161 
The maximum temperature da see aes out ie 89-1 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour __.., ae con oa a 
J ° 
The mean relative humidity De me a ; “a 85 
The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, 
Surveyor-General’s Office a se eae eee 85 
The total fall of rain from 28rd to 29th September 1900 .., 5 ay 
The “et fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
ce fe wae oon ‘ 
The total fall from Ist J anuary to 29th September 1900 igs ees eh er: 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office 58°47 


The mean pressure, temperature, &0., are deduced from the traces of ‘the Barograph and Thermograph 
and = eye canoe % 
© maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. 
thermometers are verified and the readies have been corrected to a > Seog anclaretile and cath at o 
adage’ They are exposed under a  mmpeaael cs ogre oap ree bpears iy pase, four feet 
above the groun 
meter readings are, corrected approximately to th ‘of the stand Y 
ay by the Sarvoyr-Generl _ 3 si ans, Sieenpenre cone °68, 
e etric elements are o! from Tables III, IV, and V of the official comp’ 
the Moteorloe cot and based on : ult’s modifications of August’ 8 ale usu = 
directions and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckl ograp! 
. The mouth of the rain-gauge is be foot above the y —— . 


the ground. 
o, overcast; g, gloomy; d, drizzling rain; p, passing temporary showers; t, thunder; 


&, dew. 
‘Mrrnonowosicat Orrice, Govr. or Inpia, G. W. Kucuuzr, 
- Alupore (Oaloutta), the Ist October 1900, . For Meteorological Reporter to the Gort. of Initio 
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PROS Wari le mae? 2,051 
ot) apes | agit | asta 
mtn] 77,008] Boos | BA, 
~ 1,02 638 1,686 
Gai 45 2,489 
i Reem > rl a eee aa 
1V;—Other'sorts of manufucturce _" ay st 1,808 
atone ene me aw on| 3088]. gan | aataro 
Indigo seod “3 bes Piers rs i oul 
Shek Of eres] Bag | eases 
“ Arcpeods other tren tiseeda 2 sen | asian | 30 
— ott Son ead 1 amet) 
Soe = gemma Doe ee vc] glnine | area | aveiri 
* Total —.,, | 1,84,00,248 | 25,05,997 | 1,78,51,408 
es Geel ant rear wel eek | eee eae oe aS brsse | 33,sr316 
way ma’ Pe ee” Nae nae Re j a 
. Total «| 1,08,88,491 | _97,00,880 | 2,05,79,040 
CL is _ 2 
. ©, W. Crarke, Assistant Auditor, — ea 
Trarrto Aupir Orrice, Goons Division, Jamatror, the 2ith September 1900, * 
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noipat Oommodities carried over the Bengal Central Raihoay during the month of 
July 1909 as compared the same month of previous year. 
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»  -T. Stpprx, Pye 
Chief Auditor and Accountant, * 
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Ditto 22nd 
Ditto 
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Totals up to date... 188,188 





DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 


‘ * Audited figures, ; i 
’ 
Approximate Return of Traffic for swoek ended ‘Sth September 1900 on 162: dal miles open. 


MERCHANDISE AND MIN. 
Coacmtra Traverc, | sett ani 


Namber of Couch Weight 


Rs. a. P. 
13,480 11,674 15 0 
7116 
Total for 10 weoks =... | 149,436 
} Compantson, 


13,746 11 1 
sel 8 
170,263) | 1,47,957 11 1 | 8,41,750 $0 






* Deducted number of 1,637 and added Ra, 2,786 


On 
Be 1, Pe, fds, 28,040 and added LTB iis reste a os sce a i Be 
i ' Audited figures up to 2ist July 1900, a 
| 1900, Abstract of progressive weekly returns of all earnings for 1900 in comparison | with 1899, Ws 
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__ Abstract Pree itty returns Fall sarninge for | 1900 in comparison with 1800 —consluded. 









EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—concluded. 
1900. Abstract of progressive weekly returns of all earnings for 1900 th comparison with 1899. 















Re. Rs, Rs. Rs, No. — 
ALP, 

4,038,652 47,60, 058 9,26,211 21,864 14,16,727 772 |, 408, 496 
8,75,096 49,654,181 9,21, 659 22,241 13,190,806 70 207,447 #70 
8,53,782 47,94,842 8,85,140 19,506 2,58, 420 685 435 
8,460,133 9,27,060 19,474 464 
: 3,4), 44,045,550 8,005,903 26, 416 
8, 46,601,567 814,420 ¥3,168 w..0: 1 
8.42,970 42,04,514 729,061 23,301 ~3 1010 
8,14,915 42,01, 606 7,58, 185 21, 313 
7,08,667 Bley 

2 429 

496 
———_. 

#27 


























































































Abstract of progressive weekly returns of all earnings for 1900 in comparison with 1899—conelnded. 1899. 
Number of Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, . P ee 
passengers a? 
710'07 | 8a f in 425,807 8,06,060 16,603 12,77,124 747 r} 
Sara w vended 2th July 863,619 6,87,30 43,140 10,52,402 615 $ : : 
1zio'e7 | | kd, 346,546 608,241 13,086 600 16 
yinoe7 | jy, th 805; 5,78,987 2,912 624 3121 
1,710°67 » 0 Sth Aug, w. $08,202 6,39, 100 076 408 
10°67 ee | mmr $13,033 6,43, 081 13,036 555 $141 
1,710°07 Adjustmen|ts on account *1,70,197 fSIE | AB OBS fi foe Pen, 
17107 | ,, 4, 10th Aux, ... 806,070 57,600 23,761 “BOS S00 
1,710°67 » Rath 818,506 6,89,028 24,138 580 $15 7 
» on 2nd Bept. 289,203 43, 7,170,919 21,518 625 481 
© anoe7 oer e 274 2,687,986 465,738,014 816,56 | © 22,500 1 647 431 
amo | 4 Mth 310,412 $,31,326 44,47,786 8,50, 048 22,271 104 r 4a 54 
ata) ey oS | roreanr| jalgeniyeeceapens] says wl ened aes) jd a 
| Totals up to date 8,081,022 35,18,688 | 4,54,17,130 70, 16,082 2,483,718 | 1,16,79,328 013 | 2,812,455 @25 
i * Audited figures, 
+ es, 1,70,187-- Added on account of rebate on era) deducted from returns from Ist July to 12th Augnst 1899, 
tT  %,880— Ditto ditto of mileage and demurtage not having been included in returns from Ist July to 2th August 1899, 
TAKKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Approximate Keturn of Traffic for week ended 15th Septeniber 1900 in 22°25 miles open. 

—= - 7 FF 
eS Coacnine Travric, MAROUAED INS Dan MiNeMAD TRarvic TRAIN-MrzRs BUX. 
; " Number of | Couching Weight "teat | PM earns. 

um 
> passongors. receipta, carried, Recep. Coaching. Merchan- ‘Total, 
Rs, a. Pe. Mas. ». Re. 4. P. Rs, a. P. Rs. a. r, 
traffic t ko 22 190 4,988 14 0 37,901 20 as o 6 8 0 } 
Bek eine cass 224 6 9 pate 27 12:10 05 B16 2) 1.100 
For previous 10 weeks of half-year} 205,812" | 47,804.10 0*| 2,603,811 20¢| 5,108 2 OF 86 0 03] © S2,900'12 0} 11,0895 
i Peay cc eal) it tel hl PEE Pa x. ena el RO he 
‘Total for aygeeks oa 227,042 52,708 8 0 8,011 10 © 12,199 
Pees tel! Pehl he ah 
Oomratition, 
‘Toral for vorresponding week 
ot previous year ww. 18,8644 4,195 6 5 9,382 0 se2 11 0 990 1,007 
Per mule of railway correspond- D 
ing week of previous year ... 0 18811 8 core 1710 7 oon 
otal for corresponding 11} week» stews 
of previous year le 207,058 470% 48 1,47,550 30 4688 7 0 9 10 0 12,875 
* Added No. of passengers 1,220 and Ra. 997 ; 
' Mas, 14,103 and . 1s7 }Onggerart of {itorence between the approximate and audited Aguros for the wwek ended 
” i ‘ ida “ é 
> Audited figures up to 28th July 19009. 
1900. ° Abstra& Of progressive weekly returns of all earnings for 1900 in comparison with 1899, 
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TARKESSWAR BtANCH RAILWAY—concluded. gc 
Abstract of progressive weekly returns of all earnings for 1900 in comparison with 1599—concluded. 1899. 
= ——— = — = —— os 
fee, Petia Coaching Trfte, | Merchangiwend Mineral | Orher, | puta, | Termite | penn ming 

Rs. | Rs. No. Par 

22°23 J wis 6,300 i S10 
$33 | Week ondea Toth July 74 5,256 re Yon | $1 
223 ” » 2nd 1 5,407 247 1,158 410 0 
223 6 4,705 216 1,241 313 10 
22°23, ” ” LW 4,159 187 1,188 aso 
2223 ” » 12th ,, 4 4,374 197 1,188 $10 
22°23 » on th yy 9 4401 202 1,188 312 6 
22°23 » oo 26th yy 5 4,026 1st 1,188 363 
22°83 m4 “ 2nd Sept, Mu 8,970 179 1,188 367 
23) ow Oth yy 7 #840 217 1,188 410 
2223 ” » lth ,, 9 4,607 207 : 1,258 810 6 
Totals uptodate ...| 207,082 | «47.870 1,47,051 0 52,363 en 15,546 | _ $18 10 

i | 
DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. » 
Approrimate Return of Traffic for week ended 15th September 1400 un 162'24 miles open. 
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TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 























vs ay Se | Other earnings Total 
: : (estimated), | earnings. “| 
Neamt | Coaching Hveight carried.) Receipts. Coaching. | Merrhan- Tora 
OO ee 
Rs, a. P. M. 8. } Rs. a, P. Res. a. P. Rs. a. P. 
ae hg 13,480 15,656 9 0 85,830 0 7,813 9 0 63 0 0) 28,533 9 0 7,300 4,907 | 19, 
feral tenth for the wook on tae me "06 8 0 bar 27 0638 45 010) wu oe see 
Yor previons 10 weeks of haif-yeur 145,002° | 1,209,541 8 0° 8,65,461 304) 63,468 9 OF 697 0 tt) 1,93,707 1 0 63,5008 33,699§| 97,199 
Total for li weeks... 162,382 | 145,198 1 0 900,701 80 | 71,282 2 0 7 0 0| 217,260 8 0 70,860 38,663 | 109,035 
CoMPARISON. 
of 
Nee nontins vee as 15,810 17,032 18 5 1,40,492 10 | 18,320 5 0 Mu 6} 98,4613 11 7,729 44024! 19,1314 
ile of railway corresponding 
Pemalle s previous year ow. ws oe shias juss 9 ouo] mses)... we | on 
Teflon corresponding 11} weeks 195,064 1,604,090 8 6 9,82,192 0 | 1,30,125 7 10 TL 1 0) 295,007 1 4 79,083 | 37,1114) 116, 
* Deducted No, of passengers 634 and Rs. 1,053 
ds, Gand © ,, 1,060! On necount of difference between the approxiinate and 
+ Added 182, " sf wook endod 98th July vob. PPI audited figures 


j audio figures up to 28th July 1900. 












































1900 Abstract of progressive weekly returns of all earnings for 1900 in comparison with 1899, 
— | Sa eer eee 
Merchandise and Minera) | Other Per mile of P 
salliege. Period, Coaching Traffic. | Traffic, earnings. Total. ‘Tallwuy. Train mileage, 
Number of . Rate, 
Leet tte 21,176 Beto a sectio 36 | nee | Bee 
oa 19,39 17 17 x / 211 
yaz24e Werk ended Bi July * 20'209 20/682 98,459 “8 31,100 Ww 12004 26 H 
e224" Ditto Qist 11.052 10,254 46,874 7 14,28 vy era 1838 
seal tates 12,806 9,553 208,023 83 16,501 103 ow | tas 3 
162°24 Ditto 4th Aug 14,735 | * 12,029 77,886 67 16,747 103 4,063 420 
: Ditto 11th 13,202 11,27 97,800 os 18,049 il 6,534 210 3 
104 Ditto isth 14,018 10,792 65,610 eo 15,415 v5 D068 196 
tenes Ditto 25th 14,002 11,505 S44 63 15,002 97) 9,032 194 
162°24 Ditto Ist Sept. 18,995 10,300 61,183 os 13,807 ‘6 72,100 i-su3 
160-8 Ditto 8th ,, ine 13,980 11,675 77,514 63 18,045 15 19,775 1n kB 
iat Die a” Mi 13,480 15,656 85; 63 29.533 145 12,336 1M 6 
Perce chin! anes Ee ee 
Totals uptodate... 162,382 1,145,198 9,50,702 71,282 760 2,17,240 122 1,090,535 15 9 
* Audited figures. 1 
. 
Abstract of progressive weekly returns of all earnings for 1900 in comparison with 1899—concluded. 1899 
. 
di ae oe = SSS Sr 
Rs, Ras, Ra, No, Ra. a. P. 
bd 29, 179 11,855 2 6 
oo 26,472 163 1,053, 210 7 
48 2, 188 10,214 a23t 
0 24,427 D1 10,117 268 
63 23,480 us 9757 noe 
co 2,146 0 0,935 2 611 
68 24,739 se 10,352 263 
96 33,213 205 10,348 34 
4 28,605 177 1714 21010 
” 23,871 7 11, 219 
ne 35, 219 12/1 216 9 
791 2,95,907 164 1,160,795 286 


















‘SOUTH BEHAR RAILWAY. oe 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 15th September 1900 on 78°76 miles open. 
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Coacnine TRAFFIC. Maasesc. 


Weight carried. | Receipts, | 













Kumbor ot | Coaching 
paesen gers, | receipts. 






















trate for the week asses | ray 8 sea 7% Be Y 
ewe oa ” 4 0 i 0 
Grtporntles rales ee "su 0 sti woe 
previous 10 woeks of halt-| — y15,10% | 60,801 8 0° | 8,87,481 Sot | 22,250 11 of 
Peidetll Rinadighat gtd, 6 5 pill 
id Totalfor Tl weeks... 128,743 -| 06,868 15° 0 3,605,669 3) | 2425011 0 
COMPARISON, 


cs Totn) for corresponding week of 

mile of railway "corre. 

ing week of provious 

| Gotnt for corresponding 10} weeks 

of previous year eon iane 
BA 4 © Added No, of passonzers 2,306 and Rs, 1,910 

Nard © 4 Deduoted “Mads. 6,905 "yy yy a3 Oy secrete inormce between the approximate and audited figures for the week ended 2stn 


i Audited figures up to 28th July 1900, 4 : 
Abstract of progressive weekly returns of all earnings for 1900 in comparison with 1899. 


10,686 | 4,640.13 % 47,795 30 3,140 1 0 





seneee 81s 9 


83,4774 41,0009 2 6 





2,72,430 30 20,590 2 0 












Period. Coaching Traffic, 









Number of 











passengers, Re. Kate, 

*78'76 | Week endod 7th July... 18,402 6,497 No. Rs. A, P 
*14'70 oo. ART a? 12,989 6214 2,363 310 1 
ed | esa | eee 11,583 5432 2,284 31311 
“78°76 ow 24,231 779 2,284 8 6 0 
78°76 ait 10,039 5,493 2,205 437 
wy oon 9074 ary 1,891 314 
78°76 ow 9,710 5,005 2.284 866 
78°76 " # 9,965 2,128 8,308 230 
os'76 now 9,883 5,319 2,796 2142 
We) Sf amhs S| ies | fee tn | $0 | 
» » Ith » . 3,071 01 
— ee 

27,820 $58 










a ended Sth July ... 
ended Hy woe 





ig _ EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. > 
(Inctupine N. B., K.-D., Dacca, axp Assaw-Bruar Sxortons.) 
Approximate Return of Ivaffic and Mileage for the week ended 15th September 1900 on 843+ miles open. 
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Number of | Coaching 
Passengers. | receipts, 






4,640 © 0 
120 0 










85,489 0 0 | 18,81,137 0 | 20,738 0 0 








_ (Inorvorne N. B., K. D., Dacoa, axp Assam-Brnar Sucrions.) . 
‘ Approvimate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 22nd September 1900, on 843 miles open. 








Coacurxe TRAPPIC, 


















































MERCHANDISE AND MINBRAL 
‘Tea zsto, Other earnings 
rs ——————| (including 
ba Namberaf | Coaching Ferry). 
Passenger 
traffic for the weok i ‘ einto | oer eee As | tty 4% gaara 4% 33,709 
rca weak mal iso 70-0) "ser 0} 30300) "2 oo} me oO ee pga beatin 
bate 2,893,057 | 10,40115 0 0 | 11,825,925 0 | 29,59,029 0 0 | 1,604,650 0 0 |.95,64408 0 0| 989,012 | 4z9,701 | 840,878 
Total for 12 weeks — .,| 2,408,287 | 11,927,055 0 0 | 12,-45,040 0 | 26,00,013 0 0 | 1,75,096 0 0 |£0,08,808 0 0| 423,821 | o14a3s | 997,000 
COMPARISON. 
\ for oe eeeeenencls week ~ 
of previgue fone < 196,113 | 92,406 0 0| 1,260,030 0 | 287,000 0 0| 14452 0 0| 3,94,518 0 0] — 33,189 49,100 | 8280 
se ie ated IWray ‘corredpenti: 
ing week of previous your i 235 mm 0 0 1,512 0 M5 0 0 100 #700) a oa 
otal to correspond fe ides 
SeetOUe FOE eae 2,421,181 | 10,65,716 0 0 | 12,274,308 0 | 23,0482 0 0 | 173,777 0 0 | 36,80,095 0 0| 427,757 | as4ars | ona,g08 











* Excluding steamer earning 
fanaa up to 28th July 1900, 
OTL. 


DACCA STATE RAILWAY. 






Decrease is due to incessant rain during this week causirg part suspension of trafc, 
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Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 135th September 1900 on 86 miles open. 
































TT i ed 














CoacHINnG TRAFFIC, — piece se MINERAL TRAPPIO TRAIN-MILES RU, 
: Other Total : 
earnings. earnings, 
f | Conohi Weight M , 
See reosipon carried, sMenelitec cmt | Tet | tetal,. 
Ra. a. P. Mps, 8. Re, a. P. Ra, a. P. Re 4. Pe 
. 
week es 27,920 8,970 0 0 70,480 0 5,090 9 0 280 00] 1430 0 0 
Yel sea ho bp he re "318 8 0 0 "s19 0 "66 0 0 30 0| ‘er 0-6 
year a weeks ate 250,579 | 75,883 0 0 207,511 0] 24,519 0 0 1,415 0 0/ 1,01,317 0 0 
Total for 11 weeks* =. 277,899 83,753 0 0 367,091 0 | 30,209 0 0 1,72 0 0) 1,185,687 0 0 
ComPaRison. ~ 
ral page: yen. 21,770 6,550 0 0 28,157 0 3,527 0 0 ™ 0 0) 10,157 0 0 
tng wea of previous Four 53 7% 0 0 327 0 “oo 100 118 0 0 
imevious year cis “ % 263,806 | 70,806 0 0 264,705 0| 19,289 0 0 1,82 0 0/ 97,020 0 0 
* Audited up to lath July 1900. 


DACOA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for head ended 22nd Aatealir 1900, on &6. miles open. 
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FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT,—ROAD & P. W. CESS, 
Dated Darjecling, the 4th October 1900. 
f RESOLUTION—No., 16867.—F. 
Resap— 
The Report of the Boaid of Revenue on the Road and Public Works cess operations 
for the year 1899-1900, 

The Road and Public Works cesses were levied at the maximum rate of 
one anna in ‘the rupee during the year under review in all the districts in 
which the Cess Act, IX (B.C.) of 1880, is in force. During the year, it was 
decided to introduce the provisions of the Act into the Southal Parganas, ex- 
cluding the Damin-i-koh, gradually as portions come under resettlement ; and 
the Act williaccordingly come into force in euch tract from the date when the 
fresh settlement takes effect. 

2. The following table compares the main results of the working of the 
Cess Act during the past two years :— 


1808.99. 1899-1900. * 
(1) Current net demand .., « Rs. 90,834,880 Rs.  90,84,990 
(2) Arrear ,, 4 con Bi 18,60,441 ,, 19,09,787 
(8) Totel ,S a vey ~—-1408,99,821,, 1,09,94,777 
(4) Total collections = ey: ios 90,06,445,, 98,183,990 
(5) Remissions va: Bis Xoo 66,005 ,, 45,287 


(6) Net balance ages ihe “is 
(7) Percentage of total coilections on 
current demand tee xe 


»  19,07,444 ,, — 17,04,698 
996 1025 





(8) Percentage of current collections on 
current demand, ae oe * 829 848 
(9) Percentage of arrear collections on 
fairrear demand sin ons 801 . 82:7 


10) Number of revenue-paying estat 
(10) Paying 


wee os 252,436 266,887 

(11) Number of revenue-free estates and 

rent-free tevures assessed oes ' 146,481 147,077. 
(12) Number of tenures assessed oan 1,575,142 1,585,469 
(18) Number of recorded shareholders in 5 

estates * ae eee 1,502,091 1,519,088 
(14) Number of recorded shareholders in t 

tenures & 2,697,340 2,716,811 


(15) Current demand of land tevenue ... Rs, 8,90,03,120 Rs, 3,94,65/049 


The increase in the current demand has been chiefly obtained by valua- 
tions and revaluations in the districts of Mymensingh, Backergunge, and 
Tippera. It is satisfactory to notice that in spite of the enhanced demand, 
both current and arrear, the balance outstanding at the close of the year 
decreased by Rs, 2,02,846 as compared with the previous ‘year. The 

ercentage of total collections on the current demand has not been equalled 
or the last 20 years. 

3. As promised last year, instructions were issued by the Board to ensure 
that effect was properly given to the suggestion made by Gevernment in 1894 
that in calculating the percentage of collections on demand, the amount affected 
by the 15 days’ grace allowed by law should be eliminated from the net 
demand of the district, so as to afford a juster criterion of the comparative 
standard of collections in each district. The subjoined statements have for the 
first time been prepared in accordance with these instructions, 

4. The following districts succeeded in attaining the accepted standard 
of cess administration for the first class, and showed a percentage of current 
collections above 90 per cent. and arrear collections above 80 per cent, during 
the year :— } 
ee ree, 
' Pansat my | Pegventene ct currgnt collections on net | Percentage of arrenr col'ections on net arrear 


| 1899-1900, | 1898.99, | 1897.98, | 1809-1900, 1898-99, 1897.98, 
someeprypeemaninmamnnageectemepesinn Ci 
2 3 4 ‘ 


















Ranchi Red 999 100 160 100 100 100 

Purnea_ ae 99'5 99:7 941 983 95°6 350 
Darjeeling 99°3 99-9 99°7 863 94°6 94-4 
Dinajpur 98°8 98:8 98'8 99°7 99°9 100 

Dacca 98°5 98'7 96°7 91-4 91:3 90°3 
Rajshahi 98:2 98 2 98:1 988 98'7 98:8 
Backergunge 981 96:9 94:7 998 99 1 97°7 
Birbhum on 98:0 96:7 96:3 88:9 723 99:8 
Rangpur abe 97:8 95°8 97°4 99°8 99-4 99°4 
Sioghbhum as 97°8 989 100 100 100 100 

Malda 97:6 975 977 99°9 99°7 99:2 
Purit af 97°5 91:8 97-2 100 998 100 

Hazaribagh —,,, 97°5 875 98-2 99°3 919 93'8 
Bogra : vat 95°6 97-6 OF ad 93°6 100 100 

Champaran aps 95°5 95°5 940 983 99°9 98:4 
Nadia Bo aae 95-4 95-2 93:2 95:8 99-2 97-3 
Gaya i 953 97-2 89:1 86:1 769 892 
Ou:tackt oa 93°4 87:0 847 84:0 80°8 798 
Noakhali : 932 92°3 939 815 90°0 96:7 
Tippera pa 92-7 92-4 90°38 91-3 918 92:4 
Faridpur Nee ‘92-2 88°9 85-5 93:4 862 756 
Jessore aes 91:7 90°8 90:6 983 | 95°4 973 
Patna Bi 912 83-4 85:5 92°6 80:7 88'6 
Khulna wot 90°5 941 89:2 99°7 92:7 84:1 
Mongbyr BK £05 918 926— 85:5 810 792 






* Na be 
nye ae er py mone the Ovllector, as the records were destroyed by fire. 





5. The districts which fall into.the second cliiss, i ¢,, collected more than 
90 per cent. of the current demand and less than 80 per cent. of the arrear 


demand, are the following :— pets 









Percentage of current collec 
on net current demand 


tions Percentage on arrear collections 
on net arrear demand, 











Panos ti. | 948 943 | 973 721 701 72:3 


a NS pa 94-4 938 |... 92:7 70-0 740 767 
Murshidabad 947] 94:2 916 63-6 607 6u-9 
‘Burdwan scat 93:9 82:3} 90-2 5471 42°5 47-0 
Shahabad oY 93°2 92°38 | ©) 93:7 7Re4 698 773 


Balasore* 925 O37 1 984 67-4 80-9 67-0 


: * Thore is’no March kist in this district, ; 


6. In the districts of the third class mentioned below, the current collec- 
tions fell short of 90 per cent., but the arrear collections exceeded. 80 per 
cent. ‘ 






== = =e 





Percentage of current collections on net Percentage of arrear collections on net 
current demand, arrear demand, 








1898-99. | 1897.98, | 1899-1900, 1897-98, 
ee te pee | _ 








Darbhanga f 89-6 90-0 91-0 85-0 83-4 | 83-7 
24-Parganas 88°6 890 89:0 908 88-2 80'4 
Midnapore bee 87-2 854 848 95°9 95-9 957 
Ohittagong* —... 871 83:2 79:0 90-0 90.2 895 
Mymensiugh  ... 86-9 85:6 92:5 95 5 799 93°0 
* Palamau me 83:8 858 86:2 99°6 99 6 997 


* The last kist (25th February) of the year in this district bocume payable on the 12th “March 1900. 


7. The districts of the fourth or lowest class in which the current collec- 
tions fell short of 90 per cent. and arrear collections of 80 per cent. are the 
following :— ’ 












[eee 
° eurrent . arrear demahd. 


- Disrnicr. —__ 
‘ ¢ 1899-1900, | 1898.99, | 1897-28, 1899-1900, | 1898.99, 
1 2 | 8 | 4 | 5 | 6 


100 100 


of ‘current collections on vet Percentage of arrear collections on net 
demund, i 


alpaiguri wed 89:8 998 | 99-7 11 
pees A PH 879 879 90 4 79°9 67-7 |" 9-7 
Saran ae ages Pe 738 789 78:7 706 68:8 
*“Manbhum bt W779 779 | 846 .. 746 655 894 
‘Muzaffarpur cae ame '75°5 786 82:3 77-4 84-7 818 
‘Hooghly Sy 716 728 |) 778 68-2 57-6 48-8 





The low percentage of collections in Jalpaiguri is not real. Of the 
current demanil, a sum of Ks. 8,161 and the whole of the a:rear balance 
(Rs. 23,245) were duo from the Bengal Duurs Railway, which has since been 
‘exempted from the provisions of the Cess Act. If the demands against the 
Railway were separated, the percentage of current and arrear collections would 
stand at iy fogs 100, respectively, and the district would be counted as coming 
‘within class I. “i = 


ie iainsa Sanat aac de atiediye ai Annie ce ee aed 





* = 4 i. ; rei “a> + 
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With regard to the various explanations given of short collections by 
District Officers, the Board write— ; : 

“They (the explanations) have in many instances degenerated into a matter of mere routine 
because the present stundard is i 5 aero ‘Of attainment everywhere, In some districts collec 
tions are facilitated by favourable loval conditions, while in others'they are hampered by the 
existence of a lurge number of rent-free holdings, revenue-free estates and pesty co:sharers. 
‘The Board hope that the new scheme, which they will shorily submit to Government for 
orders, viz., of fixing a standard percentage for every district according to local peculiarities 
and circumstances, will, if sanctioned, give a fresh impetus to District Officers to improve 
their collections.” $ 


The Lieutenant-Governor agrees with the Board as to the value of the 
explanations 8 at present submitted. Explanations of real or apparent 
deficiencies. have undoubtedly come to vary within strictly stereotyped 
limits, and ‘are by no means always accurate or convincing. ‘To take an 
instance: regurding a district in which, during the present year, there has been 
a decided fall in collections, an explanation is furnished by the Collector that 
this fact is due to (7) bad harvests, (#' rise in price of grain, (i) outbreaks of 
cholera, (v) imposibility of taking measures within the year for the recovery 
of the instalment payable on the 17th. April, and: (v) delay in the issue of 
processes from the Certificate Department. Of these explanations, the Board 
decline to accept the fourth, since the sums affected by grace days have already 
been eliminated from the demand as returned. It appears to the Lieutenant- 
Governor that the second and third explanations may also be rejected, since a 
rise in the price of grain is a‘reason for greater facility in collecting a tax 
which falls solely on the land-owning and grain-producing classes, while the 
latest Sanitary Report shows that the incidence of cholera in the district in 

uestion was in 1899 less than one-fifth of the previous decennial average. 
The first explanation, again, is somewhat discounted by the fact that collections 
in 1899-1900 were less in the district referred to than in the famine year-of 
1890-97, and that there has been a continuous decrease in collections for the 
last three years. No reason is given for the fact stated in the fifth explana- 
tion, which in itself indicates a defect in administration. xplanations of this 
nature are of little value in enabling Government to locate deficiencies and 
suggest remedies for them, and the proposals made by the Board for preventing 
a standard under which administration can be more fairly judged than under 
the present system are now under consideration. 

8. The following statement illustrates .the working of the certificate 
procedure in the realisation of the cesses during the last two years: — 


1898-09, 1899-1900, 


Certificates pending from the previous year . ... 44,572 57,357 
Filed during the year —.., i oa es 126,216 134,249 
Total for disposal me Le «. 169,788 191,606 
Cancelled on objection... Pee tos 1,147 1,082 
Struck off Ree se oe | 6,724 7,619 
Fully discharged eee wee se 105,850 180,308 vs 
Pending at the close of the year ks .. 66,567 2,597 
Sales effected eee = ase 3,068 8,407 
Sales set aside me sis ie 142 885 


The increase in the number of certificates filed occurred in all the divisions, 
except Chittagong and Orissa, and is attributed to better supervision and 
greater punctuality and strictness in enforcing demands,.. The largest’number 
of certificates was filed in the districts of Saran (12,974), Hooghly (12}226), 
Gaya (10,225), Shahabad (8,502), Midnapore (8,402), Moughyr (6,830), 
Muzaffarpur (6,315), 24-Parganas (5,869), Patna (5,682), Mymensingh (5,605), 
and Darbhanga (5,567). ‘Ihe number of objections filed. against certificates 
was 10,500 against 8,142 in 1898-99. In Gaya, Saran, Hooghly, Midnapore, 
and Cuttack, the number of cancellations was 204, 152, 120, 93, and.86, out 
of 926, 1,812, 1,194, 329, and 139 objections disposed of. The large number 
of cancellations in Gaya was due to double assessmei.t, while the defective 
state of land registration accounts for the number in Saran, In Hooghly the 
cancellation was due partly to mistukes and double assessments made during 

the last revaluation and portly to other causes, such as death of judgment- 
debtors, failure to trace lands, diluvion, &c. In Midnapore it was due to 
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double assessment, filing of certificates against wrong persons and tender of 
payments before the issue of certificates. In Cu the cancellation is 
attributed to the fact that there were mistakes in money-order challans, 
owing to which payments were credited to wrong estates, that judgment-debtors 
against whom certificates were filed having previously sold their estates were 
not liable to the amounts certified, and that payments were made after the 
arrear list had been sent to the Arrear Collection Department, In 3,357 cases 
as against 3,068 in 1898-99 sales were effected to realise the cesses. The 
Board notice the pore difficulties which surround the prompt realisation of 
cesses in cases of default, and express an opinion that, in view of the persistent 
‘nd increasing impunetuality in making payments, an amendnient of the Cess 
and Certificate Laws will have to be undertaken in the near future. 

‘9. The complete revaluation of the district of Palamau, which was 
sanctioned in January, and commenced in March 1898, was brought to a close 
during the year. The result of the work was an increase in the ‘cess demand 
of the district from Rs. 37,727 to Rs, 64,112. Partial valuations and 
revaluations were completed im the districts of Birbhum, Khulna, Rajshahi, 
Dinajpur, sip rh ‘Dacca, Mymensingh, Backergunge, Tippera, Noakhali, 
Muzaffarpur, Monghyr, Malda, and Manbhum. Valuation and revaluation 
work was in progress‘in several districts when the year closed. Sanction -has 
been accorded to the general revaluation of the districts of Nadia, Khulna, 
Hooghly, Bogra, and Shahabad. 

10, Statement VI appended to the report compares the gross rental in 
each district for 1899-1900 calculated from the returns under the Cess Act with 
the gross rental ascertained on the same» basis when the road cess was first 
introduced and the gross rental of the preceding year. The results of the 
province are as follow :— 


Res. 
Gross rental at first assessment ... we. 18,11,68,482 
Ditto in 1898-99 ra vee 16,53,64,233 
Ditto in 1899-1900 au ...  16,59,88,987 


: The increase up to date aniounts to Rs, 3,47,70,505, which was contributed 
by all the districts, except Murshidabad and Jessore. Compared with the 
figures for the year 1898-99, the gross rental shows an increase of Rs. 5,74,704, 
most of which has been obtained by means of the revaluation operations in 
the districts of Khulna, Dacca, Mymensingh, Backergunge, Noakhali, Palamau, 
and Manbhum. ’ 

11, The names of the Deputy Collectors whose work is favourable 
noticed by the Board will be communicated to the Appointment pi Carr 
The Lieutenant-Governor’s thanks are due to the Board of Revenue for their 
careful and efficient administration of the Department. 


. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
E. N. BAKER, 
Secretary to the Govt, of Bengai. 
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“INDIGO INDUSTRY, 





REVENUE DEPARTMENT—AGRICULTURE. 
Darjeeling, the 8h October 1900. 
RESOLUTION—No. 2006T—R. 


Reap— ; 

A letter from the Government of India, No. 459—43-3, dated the 29th March 1900. 
regarding the desirability of legislation for, the protection of the indigo industry 
in India, and the grant of loans to planters for the promotion of the cultivation . 
and manufacture of sugar in Bihar. 

Read also-- é 
This Government letter No. 581T.—R., dated the 8lst May 1990, reporting on the 
letter cited above, and letter No. 1516T.—R., dated the 4th September 1900, 

In March 1900 the Government of India forwarded, for the opinion of this 
Government, a letter from Sir W. B, Hudson. in which suggestions were made 
for permanently improving the present unsatisfactory condition of the industry 
carried on by indigo planters in Bihar by means of introducing with Govern- 
ment aid the cultivation and manufacture of sugar. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor was unable to recommend the grant of a loan 

‘to any particular member of the planting community, but he recognised that the 
indigo planters as a body had:claims on the Government. They have rendered 
valuable services in the past on many occasions of administrative stress, and 
their disappearance would be in many ways a great administrative loss, They - 
have embarked a large amount of capital in the industry; and, in the circum- 
stances, the Lieutenant.Governor consider that any reasonable assistance which 
Government can give in enquiries either towards improved methods of indigo 
cultivation and manufacture, or towards a substitute for it in the shape of more 
profitable crops, should nen be given. 

3. As regards the first of the above two suggestions, the Lieutenant- 
Governor doubts. whether. any advantage would result at this stage from an 
enquiry. by a Committee into the state of the indigo industry. In the present 
condition of the industry, experiments regarding the best seed to he used, the 
most promising varieties of the plant, the system of cultivating the ‘soil, and 
the processes for extracting the dye, must be patiently continued over a term 
of years, a task which ‘is not fitted for a Committee, The Bihar Indigo 
Planters’ Association is already doing all that is at present possible. ‘That 
body has enga ed, at a large expense, the services of two experts to conduet 
researches in a for the discovery of improved methods. of. cultivation and 
manufacture of indigo. This Government has agreed to give to the Associa- 
tion, beginning with the next financial year, a sum of £500 a year for three 
bart <i the appointment of a bacteriologist to investigate questions relating 
to the plant, ; 

4, As to the second point there are grounds for believing that it may 
be profitable to the indigo planters of North Bihar to take up the cultivation 
of sugarcane and the manufacture of sugar, either by growing cane asa 
rotation crop in alternate years and keeping up the growth and manufacture 
of indigo, or even by abandoning the lutter industry altogether for the manu- 
facture of sugar, 

In Part II, Volume VI, of the Dictionary of the Economic Products of 
India, are given the results of the attempts which have froin time to time been 
made in Bengal to grow and manufacture refined sugar. The end of these 


regarding the present can be drawn from the lessons of the past, and the 
Lieutenant-Governor believes that thero is much to be said for this view. In 

e first pee, evidence is forthcoming that there has now grown up amongst the 
people of this province a considerable demand for the cheaper kinds of refined 
sugar. ‘Till recently this was supplied by the importation of bounty-fed sug ir, 
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and it is now being satisfied by larger importations from the Mauritius, Again, 
in the et the manufacturers did not; such machinery for the saatitne: 
ture of sugar as is now available to lessen the cost of refining and at the same 
time greatly improving the quality of the outturn. Further, in the past, the 
planter who manufactured sugar was under the most serious disadvantage from 
the absenco of suitable communications. His produce was overweighted with 
freight and transport charges, and he suffered severely from delays in transit— 
defects which bave now, through the opening of railways, to a great extent, 
disappeared. (On the other hand, there are many circumstances at the present 
time which favour a revival of the industry. Sugarcane is now largely. grown 
by the raiyats of North Bihar, where it is found that irrigation is seldom 
required for the crop; and the gur at present produced Heh arm raiyats is in 
considerable demand for the use of refineries in other parts of India, owing to 
its superiority for refining purposes. ‘The planting community has large areas 
of land vailabls for the cultivation of the crop, and has already commenced 
experiments on a small scale with it; while labour, which is so costly in the 
sugar plantations of the Mauritius, is abundant and cheap throughout North 
Bihar. 

5. From the information at present available, therefore, it appears to 
the Lieutenant-Governor that there is some prospect of making sugar cultiva- 
tion and manufacture in Bihar a profitable industry; but a further independent 
enquiry is necessary, both to secure that the mistakes which handicapped tho 
planters in former times may be avoided and to provide a thorough examination 
of the conditions under which the industry is made to pay so well in the 
Mauritius. If the result of sich an rr po were favourable, it would probabl 

ive to the new departure that financial support in the open market which it 

oes not at present receive; and in all the circumstances of the case he is 
willing to give the p'anters any assistance that a pablic enquiry might afford 
them towards establishing the prospects of their Rea: design. He has, there- 
fore, with the sinction of the Government of India, decided to appoint a 
Committee of Enquiry consisting of a president and two membefts. 

6. For the post. of President the Lieutenant-Governor has, with the 
permission of the Government of India, selected Mr. J. E. O’Conor, the Direc- 
tor-General of Statistics in India. The other members will be Mr. D. M. 
Hamilton, of Msssrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie and Company, and Mr. E. A. 
Hancock, an agricultural chemist of considerable experisnce. 

7. The work of the Committee will commence in Calcutta from the 15th 
October 1900, In November, it is desired that the Committee should, in order 
to study the question locally, pay a visit to Bihar, the details of which will 
be left to the Committee to settlu. The functions of the Committee will be as 
fullows:— ; 

(1) to investigate the history of sugar growing and manufacture in 
Bihar, to shew why former ventures failed, and what there is to 
support the opinion that a revival of the industry would now 
result in success; 

(2) to enquire whether in order to ensure success, dependence should 
he placed solely on the cane procurable from the ordinary culti- 
vator, or on that grown by planters on their zirat lands or on 


(3) to enquire whether it would be desirable to have central manu- 
factories ; : : 

(4) to enquire what localities would be best suited for the erection of a 
lerge fuctory with special reference to (a; profitable and exten- 
sive cane cultivation in the vicinity, and (5) railway facilities for 
conveying sugar to the market; , ‘ ; 

(5) to estimate the capital rhe ada for opening and working a suitable 
sugar factory; and lastly ‘ 

(6) to consider what markets are open for the sale of the manufactured 
sugar, and their relative importance; and any practical sugges- 

- tions for developing the use of refined sugar. 
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subject by examining Dr, .G, ‘ce, Mr, A. iG, Tytler, cr ‘Su 
Denny Syinm Agent, Sewan, and Mr. Myine of Beha, and the Lieutenant- 
Governor 3s willing to pay the travelling allowance of all witnesses whom the 
Committeo desire to call, on the seale allowed ‘to members of the Indian Civil 
Service. The Committee.of Enquiry should ‘also ascertain ‘from the Indigo 
Planters’ Association and Messrs, Begg, Dunlop and Company (who represent 
.the Indigo Improvement Syndicate), the names of the witnesses whom they 
would like the Committee to examine, ait 

9. Lastly, Sir. John Woodburn desires the Committee to understand that 
the instructions given ‘above are not meant to preclude the Committee from 
considering the subject in such other fashions as may deem necessary in 
order to ascertain whether the plan is likely to meet with ‘success, 

Orper—~ Ordered that a copy of the stone Resolution be published in the 
Calcutta Gazette, 





By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
F. A, SLACKE, 
Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal, 
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|» The Report on the Administration of the Police Department for the year 1899. 
Read also— i : : 
e - So, ih) Boe beet s ‘ 
The Report for the year 1898 and the Bécolution of Government recorded thereon, 


a, At the beginning of the year Mr. Henry held the office of Inspector- 
General of Police for | month and 26 days; he was then relieved by Mr. Greer, 
who administered th Department for the rest of the year. The report, which 

‘is submitted by Mr, Masters, was received by Government 17 days late, but 
the delay was unavoidable, . 

2. Constitution of the Jorce.—During the year the staff of superior officers was 
weakened by the transfer of three Assistant Bapecmion ior to Assam as part 
of the reserve for leave vacancies in that province. In the lower grades the 

"process of substituting Sub-Inspectors for head-constables as the investigating 
agency steadily continued, nd 70 new appointments of Sub-Inspectors were 
created on this account, the same number of head-constables bei abolished. 
There was a further small increase of the force sanctioned to mii the pressing 
needs of different districts, At the close of the year there were 69 vacancies 
in the ranks of Sub-Inspectors to be filled by candidates from the Training 
School, 26 head-constables? places to be absorbed by the appointment of Sub. 
Inspectors, and 280 vacancies among the constables: this number is larger than 
ordinary because the demands for police for special purposes, such as plague, were 
more frequent than usual, and there was a difficu ty in supplying ‘their places. 
This difficulty is a recurring one, and to some extent is ue to the desire to 
admit only the best men available, but it is a serious inconvenience when the 
sanctioned force is comparatively so small, being only the equivalent of one 
policeman to every 2,895 persons throughout the province. 

3, Expenditure—The following table compares the expenditure under 

the various hcads in 1898-99 and 1899-1900 :— ; 


Increase. | Decrease. 








The expenditure was kept well within the budget allotment, and shows a 


decrease on last year of Rs, 71,750; the chief item of saying is under the head 


of pay of District and Assistant Superintendents, and is explained to be due to ~ 


the entertainment of a smaller number of probationers, and to reduced expendi- 
ture on acting allowances, because fewer officers than usual were ableto go on 
leave during the year. The saving under the head of Special, Regular, and 
Contract Contingencies was also considerable. 

4. Recruitment of investigating oficers.—Altogether 94 Sub-Inspectors 


were appointed during the year. ‘Twenty of these appointments were ~ 


given to deserving head constables, and seven persons were nominated direct 
without examination, The remaining 67 Sub-Inspectorships were filled by 
competitive examination, One hundred and twenty-one students received 
training atthe Bhagalpur School, of whom one qualified as an Inspector and 76 
as Sub-Inspectors. It is believed that the Sub-Inspectors _appointed under the 
present system have, as a body, given satisfaction, It is not of course to be 
expected that the effects of the new system should: be visible at once, or for 
some years to come, in a reduction or increased detection of crime, but one of 
the benefits expected from the appointment of Set ay gta of a higher 
social status was an improved morale in the lower ranks of the force, and the 
report shows that this is being steadily if slowly attained. 

5. Towa Police,—A total force of 5,573 police was employed in the 

rotection of 153 towns in the province. The complaint is general that the 
force is insufficient, and provision is made for its increase as funds allow. 
The standard of efficiency varied very much in the different towns: in Asansol 
out of 60 cases sent up, only 3 ended in conviction, while every person 
sent up by the town police in Patna was convicted. A considerable proportion 
of the town chaukidars are up-couutrymen, and they are said in many places 
to work better than the local men. About 50 municipalities persist in the 
shortsighted policy of providing neither sufficient lamps for the streets, nor oil 
for the police lanterns ; it is impossible for them to expect satisfactory protection 
under these circumstances, 

6. Rural Police.—At the end of the year there were 158,668 chaukidars, of 
whom 130,951 were under Act VI of 1870; while 10,305 remained under 
Regulation XX of 1817, and (7,412 were remunerated by holding service lands. 
Steady progress is being made in the substitution of chaukidars under Act VI 
for the Regulation chaukidars and those remunerated by service lands, 
and during the year 8,756 chaukidars were appointed under that Act 
taking the places of 11,333 Regulation and 722 chakran chaukidars. Nearly the 
whole of these changes were effected in the Burdwan and Orissa Divisions, 
which are still a good deal behind other Divisions in this matter of 
conversion. The position of chaukidars throughout the province has of late 
years been raised in many ways, and especially by the daffadari system, 
which gives them officers of their own; but the essential conditions of any 
substantial improvement in their status are that the pay should be sufficient ; 
that it should be received. regularly; and that the men should be stimulated 
by appropriate rewards and judicious punishment. In Chittagong it is reported 
that the pay of 610 chaukidars was in arrears for periods varying from 
four to nine months, and in several districts of the Burdwan Division 
there was considerable irreen lant in payment. It is not always possible to 
raise the pay of the chaukidars, though this isan object that should orig be 
kept in view ; but the Lieutenant-Governor trusts that in future District Magis- 
trates will insist on the pay of the chaukidars tg: Nap tly realised and 
distributed. More than one system for facilitating ¢ 
and he desires again to call attention to that which was originally framed 
by Mr. Forbes when Magistrate of the 24-Parganas, and has since been 
largely employed with, success in the Patna Diyision. It was explained and 
eon el to Commissioners in Mr. Cotton’s letter No, 3800, of the 31st 
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7. The Inspector-General complains that the District Superintendents of 


is end has been devised, | 


Police are in many districts not given sufficient authority over the chaukidars.— 


It need hardly be said that these officers should invariably be consulted on 
_ chankidari matters, and the discipline of the force should be in their hands ; but 


a chaukidars are essentially village police, and it is on the fact that they are — 
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village officers that their usefulness largely depends, consequently the Lieutenant- 
Governor is not prenared to agree to the control of the Fetes being ‘taken 

out of the hands of the Magistrate, or to their being assimilated to the regular 
police in the same way that the town police force is, The recruitment of 
men of respectable castes to be chaukidars and daffadars does not appear 
to have made much progress, but the effort to carry it out should not be 
abandoned. It has been very successful in Patna, Saran, and Dacca, but it 
_must be distinctly understood that the daffadars should be local men: the 
Liecutenant-Governor cannot too mgonely condemn the practice, said to exist in 
some districts, of appointing as daffadars the hangers-on of the courts, and 
the needy relatives of police officials, 

8. Rewards and fines—The subject of the Chaukidari Reward Fund’ is one 
which has from the first occupied the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor; for 
he is conyinced that, with the proper administration of this Fund, is closely 
bound up the well-being and affnicney of the village watch throughout the 





province. ‘Sir John Woodburn has repeatedly urged the importance of the _ 


most careful moderation in punishing chaukidars, and of prompt liberality in 
rewarding them, and he is gravely disappointed at the results of the administra- 
tion of the Fund in 1899 as disclosed in the Inspector-General’s report. It 
appears that during the year Rs. 41,709 were expended in rewards from the 
Chaukideri Reward Fund in the province; but, in spite of this, the Fund 
which opened with a balance of Rs, 68,933, closed with a sum of Rs. 74,566 
at its credit. It is reported that some rewards which had been granted had 
not been paid before the end of the year; but the balance of this Fund has been 
steadily rising, and the position cannot be said to be satisfactory. Out of the 
whole force of 158,668 chaukidars in the province, 33,926 were fined depart- 
mentally, a percentage of 23°8, while the percentage rewarded was only 7:2. 
Theso figures show a general failure to grasp the principles which 
Government has repeatedly laid down on the subject, but an examination of 
the district figures shows, in many cases, a state of affairs which, subject to any 
explanations that the officers concerned may have to offer, can only be 
described as very unsatisfactory. In twenty-one districts out of thirty-eight in 
which the Fund has been established, the payments were less than the receipts: 
in Bogra only Rs. €6 were expended as against Rs. 772 realised in fines, and | 
in Pabna Rs, 515 were paid away as against Rs. 3,393 received: in no other 
districts is the difference so great asin these, but the figures for Midnapore, 
- Howrah, Khulna, Dinajpur, Faridpur, Gaya, and Muzaffarpur are unsatisfactory, 
On the other hand, rewards were liberally given in Nadia, Jessore, Dacca, 
Mymensingh, Rackergunge, Noakhali, Shahabad, and Bhagalpur. Moreover, 
nothing is more remarkable than the extraordinary variations in the working 
of the rules in different districts: in Bankura they appear to have been 
almost forgotten, for Rs. 163 only were recovered as fines, while only Rs. 49 — 
were expended; Murshidabad and Champaran are not much better. On the 
other hand, the volume of transactions, including both receipts and expenditure, 
represented Rs, 9,868 in Mymensingh, Rs. 5,585 in Backergunge, Rs. 5,403 in 
Muzaffarpur, over Rs. 4,000 in Gaya, Faridpur, the Sonthal Parganas, Jessore, 
and Dacca, and above Rs, 3,000 in Pabna, Rajshahi, Rangpur, and Shahabad. 
10. Much attention has been paid to this subject in the Dacca Division, 
and useful measures haye been introduced, for which the thanks of Government 
are due to the Commissioner, Mr, Savage, the result of whose policy is apparent . 
in the crime returns of the Diyision. It is obvious that improved efficiency of 
the vollege watch will show itself most clearly in a reduction of the commoner 
crimes of burglary and theft: during the last three years these crimes have 
decreased by 33 per cent. throughout the province, and the falling off in the 
Dacca Division alone is exactly the same; but whereas the provincial statistics 
_ for 1897 include those of the districts where the stress of famine drove the crime 
_ returns under tliese heads temporarily to a high figure, the Dacca Division has - 
had no famine, and the decrease there does not represent a resilience from 
- abnormal statistics, but a steady. reduction of n figures, which, in the 
| opinion of the Lieutenant-Governor, must be largely attributed to the improve- 
_ ment in the chaukidars of the Division. See Y 
11. Sir John Woodburn desires to commend to district officers gencrally 
_ the system of giying medals for good service to specially deserving 





chaukidars, which is in vogue in the Dacéa Division, and that of granting good — 
conduct stripes for long continued good Service, each stripe securing, as in 
other departments of the public service, an increase of pay, Which, in this case, 
may be given from the Chaukidari Reward Fund in the shape of a year 
bonus: he also approves of gratuities on retirement to chaukidars of long an 
meritorious service : furthermore, rewards should be given with some ceremony, 
and they should not be withheld till some conspicuous service is rendered, 
but should be awarded also for genera] good conduct. In the prevention. - 
and detection of the rural crime which makes up the great bulk of the crime 
of the Province, the village chaukidars are the _existing and the best possible 
agency at the disposal of the District Superintendent. ‘They are his eyes 
and ears. If they are content, a great deal of that crime will be rags 4 
detected ; if they are discontent and surly, a great deal of that crime wi 
most certainly not be detected. Bad conduct and négligence must be punished, 
but the same hand that punishes must also reward. The chaukidar who is 
fined can understand when his fine rewards his more active neighbour ; but 
he does not understand when the fine from his small salary goes to increase 
the bulances in the police chest. Tho result is inevitable. The village watch 
rows resentful, and the machinery which, in good hands, is responsive, becomes 
inert and dull. he Lieutenant-Governor has on previous occasions given 
advice and guidance. The advice must now be an instruction, and he looks 
to the Inspector-General to see that the instruction is obeyed, : 

12, Railway Police —Vhe total force employed as Railway Police at the 
end of the year was 776, showing an increase on 1898 of 101 men. This 
increase was divided amongst five railways. 

15. Special constabies and addivional and private police.—The number of casos 
in which additional police were entertained was eight against ten in 1898, and 
tle total number of police appointed was 155. This includes the force 
mentioned last year as posted at Ghatal, which was removed at the beginnin 
of 1899. Under Act V of 1861 in fourteen cases, 1,026 men were appointe 
special constables against 612 men in ten cases in the preceding year, Of 
these, 887 were appointed to keep the peace during the Bakr-Jd and Muharram 
festivals at three places in the district of Darbhanga; there were also three 
- instances of their employment in Patna and in Mymensingh, while five other 
districts had one case each. Thirty-two Sub-Inspectors, 86 head-constables, and 
585 constables were supplied to private individuals at their request. These were 
sanctioned with a view to preserve order ut fairs and religious ceremonies, to * 
escort treasure; and to keep the peace during the pendency of land disputes; but 
in Backergunge 28 Sub-Inspectors, 4 head-coustables, and 193 constables were 
employed in 96 cases to enforce the execution of Civil Court decrees, This is 
not work on which the police ought ordinarily to be emploved, and it is 
impossible to believe that the conditions of this district differ so much from 
those prevailing in other parts of the province as to make this unusnal procedure 
really necessary. It. is hoped that the measures that the Inspectur- General 
proposes to take, will in future restrict applications for police aid on this 
account. d d 
14, Temporary Police.—The spread of plague in the province necessitated 
the employment of a large force of temporary policeduring the year. In addition 
to the police entertained in the preceding year for the plague camps at Chausa, 
Mairwa, and Chakradharpar, and the addition timaé mude to some of the district ~ 
reserves, 475 head-constables ‘and 191 constables were employed at plague 
observation camps, and on steamers and railways, to prevent the importation’ of 
the disease from infected districts. At the end of the year this force had been 
reduced to 59 head-constables, 82 constables and’ 3 chaukiders, Five 
Inspectors and six Sub-Inspectors were specially deputed té -Mymensingh in 
connection with crime in that district: ss 
_ 15. | Military Police:-~Phe “sanctioned strength “of the ‘Military “Potice 
remained the same—four companies, each one hundred strong. Te his not — 
yet been settled where D Company is to be permanently stationed, and they 
remain for the present at Bandel, ; ; vi 
bas 16, Casualties—The total number of casualties was 2,264, or 9*1 per cent., 
| against 82 per cent. in 1898, the increase being chiefly ander the joi Guin 
| resignation and death. The average daily percentage of sick in hospital to 
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actual strength remained almost the same. Chittagong and Orissa were the 
healthiest Divisions, and the average was highest in the Military Police and in 
the Chota Nagpur Division. . : 

17. Torlure and extortion by the Police.—Thore were nine charges of torture 
against the police during the year, being four less than in 1898. ‘Two daffadars 
were convicted under section 448, Indian Penal Code, and a constable was 
convicted under section 161, but was acquitted on appeal. In five cases the 
charges were declared false, and three prosecutions under section 211 were 
instituted against the complainants: in the other two cases there was no 
evidence. ‘There were 63 charges of extortion against 85 last year: nine cases 
ended in conviction, 20 were Yeolated false, and 2 mistakes of fact, and 24 
ended in acquittal or discharge. The Lieutenant-Governor hopes that the 
steady decrease both in the number of charges brought and in the number 
found to be true, may be construed to imply a satisfactory improvement 
in the conduct of the police. Though there is undoubtedly a percentage of 
bad characters in the force, it is*as a whole particularly liable to be harassed by 
malicious accusations, and where the charges are found by the Court to be false, 
— under section 211 of the Indian Penal’ Code should be freely 

sanctioned. 


18. Punishments—An improvement in the morale of the force may also 
be justly inferred from the decrease in the number of judicial punishments from 
418 to 323, and of departmental punishments from 3,€56 to 3,019. Jessore, 
with a total average strength of 475 men, shows a total of 189 departmental 
punishments, a most unsatisfactory state of things, which requires some explana- 
tion: the returns of this district’ were unfavourably commented on last year. 
For the whole province the percentage of punishments is lower than it has ever 
been before, and the Lieutenant-Governor trusts that this result is partly 
— to the observations recorded in the Resolution on the Police Report for 

898. 


19, Conduct of the Police.—There was an increase of 1,042 in the number 
of men now wearing good-conduct stripes. Schools have been opened for the 
rank-and-file at almost all the head-quarters stations, and 86-9 per cent. of the 
officers and 27°8 per cent. of the men can now read and write. As regards the 
conduct of the police generally, they are on the whole well reported on. The 
have been punished less and rewarded more than in the previous year, and there 
have been fewer charges of misconduct brought against them. ‘The reports 
from different districts vary, as is to be expected: some Magistrates set up 
a higher standard than others; again the personal influence of the superior 
officérs is a considerable factor in the conduct of the go: and where there 
have been frequent transfers of them, the effect on the subordinate police has 
been bad. 

20. Inspections and investigations.—Mr. Henry spent 26 days on inspection 
and Mr. Greer was on tour for 80 days, All the districts were inspected either 
by the Inspector-General or one of the Deputy Inspectors-General, except 
Pabna, Noakhali, and Balasore, and these: have been inspected since the close 
of the year. Faridpur, Singhbhum, Bogra, and Purnea show a bad record of 
inspections by local officers, and the Inspector-General will be asked to obtain 
an explanation from the officers concerned. Statistics as to the cognate duty 
of investigations are given in an appendix to the om pd Patna shows the 
largest number of heinous cases personally investigated by the District Super- 
intendent, viz., 30, which is very creditable to Mr. Ryland. Puri and 
- Singhbhum return only two cases each, and Ranchi three, while there are 
several other districts in which very few cases have been investigated by the 
District Superintendent of Police. The Inspector-General will be requested to 
draw the attention of the officers concerned to the necessity of personally 
supervising and instructing their investigating officers, for the Lieutenant- 
Governor attaches the greatest importance to this mutter. It is trué that in 
many cases a European officer from his less complete knowledge of the language 
is not 0 likely to ascertain the truth of a case as his native subordinate, but the 
fact of his presence affords many obvious advantages, and the knowledge that 
he is likely to arrive at any moment often acts as a most powerful incentive and 
deterrent, : 





. 





© Q. ~ Suicides and accidental number of cases of suicide ineret 
by 29 (from 3,362 to 3,391), but the most striking feature in the ives is the — 
very large increase in the number of children who committed suicide. The — 
return of 69 in’ 1893 secms to have been an abnormally low one, if correct, 
and the figure for 1899, viz., 268, is only a return to the average number. As 
in 189% Cuttack stands first, and the numbers were also considerable in Nadia, 
Saran, Jessore, Dacca, and 24-P as. Seven cases reported as suicide 
proved to be murders, and two others to be homicides. Accidental deaths 
totalled 30,791 as against 33,670 in 1898. The increase was chiefly under the 
heads of deaths caused by drowning and snake-bite, Eighteen these cases 
proved on enquiry to be murders one to be a case of homicide, 

22, Crime.—'The following table shows the incidence of cognizable crime 
according to Divisions, excluding nuisance cases and cases not investigated :-— 
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izable 
chet ome 


Popoia. |, Pubdlicand | Proportion of | Proportion of moles fa oases. | Fropertion of cases of ‘ 
Ni local nuisances,| police to popu- of eogaizut le ci cognizable crime inve. tigated 
Seal te, thon,” {lace puteageee,| polls 9 pop investigated, 10 population. 






Per- |Police. Cases, [Police Gases, 











. tone. | man, man. sons, 

Burdwan 8,089 | 7,688,818) 11,662 1 to 82 1 to 81 1 to 659 1 to 671 
Ropedcaoy 3,727 | 7,801,506) 18,008 35 1» #1 1, w/}/2 , Of 

shai 2'to2 | Sortis7| 1nis71 1 ry 1, 39 2 yy 706.) 4 743 
Dacea 2,454 | 9,546,127) 15,548 1 55 1 » o% 1 » 7/1 748 
Chittagong 1,157 | 4,089,795) 4,812 1 41 1 ow» 8F 1 » SB i 1 ose 
Paton 4 16,811,014) 19, 20, 1 42 lw #5 1, 8 1 756 
Bhagalpar 2,196 | 8,682,400) 11,871 Y 1 os ae sf 1 » 738 1 oi7 
Orissa 16 047-833) 6,085 | 6,221 1 5 1 au 1 » 656 1 659 
Chota Nagpur 1713 | 4, — 7,026 | 7,865 i a4 1 2 1. Ob » ee” oy 


Althou roportion of ‘reported cases to population is lower in Bengal 
than in the other province dia, exvept the Central Provinces, being onl y 


one case to every 531 persons, yet the number of reported cases in proportion 
to the police is much yr than elsewhere except in Assam, being 5°4 cases 
to each policeman, and a larger percentage of the reported cases is investigated 





than in any other province eacept Bombay. The comparative figures are as 
follows :— , ; 
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__ The pressure. on the police as an investigating force is therefore very bi +h, 

while the few proportion.of police to population, viz. 1 to every 800 tere 

makes the work of rag order and repressing crime very onerous. The 

Inspector-General thinks the remedy lies in the direction of a special 

paective forse, and nea cd close * the year a small increase bas been sanc- 
oned to his reserve of - is wi 

him to givo help to selected dinteiotas ac. pie pe raf an 





PERcENTAGES— 








on: ee oe a 
Of cases ~ Of cases Of persons 

investigated ending in convicted to 

: to cases conviction to persons sent 

reported. eases decided. —_up for trial. 
‘ { © (1897... 20 76 - 61 

'* ~ Glasses I to V taken together {1808 ioe 0 68 56 a 

Pe, tah eet i » (1899 7h * 69 55 
Hs CHEM se! a #21897... 76 86 75 
Classes I to. VI taken together .:. {iBps soo, (am 83 72 
B99... 79 84 72 


The percentage of eases convicted to cases decided, though higher than last 
ear, is still disappointing as compared with the results in other provinces. It 
was just been stated that in Bengal a much higher percentage of cases is 
investigated, and bésides this there are various other = semper suggested 
in the report, not all of which ean he laid to the charge of the police, 
each of which may have contributed to the result, 
24. Reported crime of the province.—The table below shows the totals of re- 
ported crime, cognizable and non-cognizable, during each of the last ten years :— 


; % Non- Total 
Cognizable cognizable _ reported crime of 

; crime, crime, the province. 
1890 vee wees we. 117,448 116,554 283,997» 
1891 fee eas eae 128,472 119,072 247,544 
1892 at wow one 146,185 121,624 267,809 
1893 saa wee’, pee 187,898 121,490 259,388 
1894 see tee owe 140,902 118,070 258,972 
1895» + siseos ses eee 136,777 125,685 262,462 
1896 ese ays. es 147,433 129,489 276,872 
187 coe, REL UE vce a 185,061 125,770 310,831 
1898 vee wde one 171,998 129,935 301,928 


1899 - eee vee eee 167,642 122,786 290,428 


The figures for reported cognizable crime rose at a bound in 1897 on 
account of the famine, bat they decreased considerably in 1898 and are again 
less for 1899. The decrease as compared with 1898 is under the heads of 
offences against property and miscellaneous cases. ‘The total for non-cognizable 
crime is Seiden lower than that for 1898 or 1896. The fall in some 
districts is aétibuted -to the completion of settlement proceedings which have 
removed land disputes—a very fruitful source of non-cognizable complaints, 

25, ‘The figures for cognizable and non-cognizable crime in each Division 
of the province are shown in the following statement :— 





























Dives . °° Population, Cognizable. outintle Total. 
' Bardwan ... «+ —--7,688,818 = 25,782 = 20,830 »=— 46,112 
Presidency ... «. 7,853,566 20,984 19622 40,606 

r Rajshahi... «8,079,187 15,978 8,496 24,469 : 
Dacca na ve 9,844,127 = 22914 = 21,712 = 44,626 
Chittagong ... es 4,082,795 8,595 =18,418 + =—22,018 
————— - 
Total for Bengal ... 87,488,493 94,248 88,578 177,826 
Patna st «15,811,014 = 80,841 = 15,495 46,836 
Bhagalpur ... + 8,682,490 19,240 > -12,988 82,178 
- Qotalfor Bihar ... 24,393,504 50,081, 28,428 78,509 
wh ? " th tard ‘ _ TL 
renal uGeiags 94 es, $047,852 12,844 7,028 19,872 
in Nagpur ve 4,628,792 10,969 8,752 14,721 


eee Graxp Toran... "70,558,141 167,642 122,786 + 290,498 
% Pott Dae a : U SS ——— 
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It is interesting to note the incidence of ovina pooeesiasi ip 209, 
Divisions. The incidence of cognizable and non-cogni a 
separately below :— 


Cognizable. Non-cognizable, 
urdwan ... 1 case toe 298 persons. 1 case to every 378 persons. 
pl 1 ditto er, 874 ditto 1 ditto “400 ditto, 
Rajshahi 1 ditto 502 ditto 1 ditto 943 ditto. 
Dacca oe’ 1 ditte 429 ditto 1 ditto 453 ditto. 
Chittagong ... 1 ditto 475 ditto 1 ditto 304 ditto. 
Patna we 1 ditto 512 ditto 1 ditto 1,020, ditto, 
Bhagalpur 1 ditto 446 ditto 1 ditto 663 ditto. 
Orissa «« 1 ditto 827 ditto 1 ditto 575. ditto. 
Chota Nagpur 1 ditto 421 ditto 1 ditto 1,283 ditto. 


Taking cognizable crime as the criterion of the law-breaking or law-abiding 
nature of a district, the Burdwan, Orissa, and Presidency. Divisions are by far 
the most lawless Divisions: Patna is the most law-abiding ; and Rajshahi comes 

1808. 1807. 1398, next. The ‘incidence of cognizable crime 
Burdwan .,, 1-335 1~278 += 3296 +~—s in the Burdwan, Presidency, and Orissa 
Prosidency .., 1-489 1=»857 1—362 Divisions is given on the margin for the 
Oren LE EE EE og preceding years. Burdwan and the 
Presidency maintain their supremacy in crime all through, while Orissa has only 
attained this unenviable pre-eminence since 1897. In non-co: izable crime, also, 
Burdwan and the Presidency Divisions are again prominent, though the incidence 
in Chittagong is higher. These results are not creditable to the inhabitants or 
to the police force of these two Divisions, and it must be remembered that the 
Presidency figures do not include Calcutta, 

26, False cases.—The following statement shows the number and _per- 
centage of cases declared maliciously false in each of the last five years, 
with the results of prosecutions:— ”* — 


1405, 1806, 1807, 808, . 

Number of cases declared to be mali- : ‘ “45 

ciously false ay se 6,785 6,891 6,141 5,864 5,518 
Percentage of cases declared to be 

false... ows ive 49 46 3:3 3-4 8-2 
Number of cases in which prosecu- : 

tion was instituted ... ile 584 627 660 626 667 
Percentage of prosecutions resulting 

in conviction oq - 833 85:2 387°8 38-4 87:3 
Number of cases in which order was 

passed for payment of compen- 

sation to the aconsed under 

section 250, Criminal Procedure 

Code sae cee 626 617 511 489 599 


._,, There has been an increase in the number of prosecutions and a decrease 

* in the number of cases declared maliciously false, which is satisfactory. There 
has been a slight increase in the number of cases excluded from the returns as 
false owing to mistake of law or fact; but these f res, aud in a lesser degree 
the number of cases declared maliciously false, daootd very largely on the 
“oh ses views of the different Magistrates, so that no partic inferences can 
drawn from them. Darbhanga, Bhagalpur, and show the largest 
number of convictions for bringing false cases. Tippera, with 248 cases 
declared to have n maliciously false, shows only two prosecutions and no 
convictions: if all these cases were really false, there must have been many. 
more instances in which a conviction could have been obtained. The provi- 
sions of section 250, Criminal Procedure Code, were employed in 599 cases 
against 489 last year. This increase is satisfactory, as this section is especially 
applicable to cases which should never have been brought before the Courts, 
but in which there is a spfficient substratum of truth to Ma hey Fimeieeen 
under section 211, Criminal Procedure Code; inadvisable. The Lioutenant- 
okey hopes that this section will be even more freely used in future as a 

" a = ‘dag pobea 

27. Abstention from enquiry by the Police.~'The following statement shows 
the extent to which’ use ‘aa ase made by the police in each of the last four 
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years of the provisions of section 157, Criminal Procedure Code, in respect of 
cases, of theft and house-breaking :— 









































Bamber of cases of house, Percentage not Number of cases of theft, Percentage not 
breaking (serial 36) reported. enquii into. corners tear ), enquired into, 
Drvisi0Ns, ’ a 
1896. | 1897, 1898, | 1899, |2s06, 1897, | 1898, | 1890. } 1896, | 1897, 1898, | 1899, 106, | 1907, | 1890. 
© rt. 2 8 | 4 | 6 | 6 | % & 9 | 10 lL | 12 13 a] 15 6 | v 

Burdwan... | 3,289 | 4,206 | 3,210 8,101 | 177 | 11° | 16:1 | 156 | 4,516 | 4,020 4,093 x WT | 123 | WL | 10 
Presidency ... 5,712 | 8,900) 3,479 | 12] 10° 12°2;| 5° | 3,735 i # x 13 | 153 | 8°5 67 
Rajshahi 2.) 434d | 4,467] 4146 71| 4)8e6 254) 232] 168 | 151 
. 122 | 6,542] 4,788 ; 105 | 4,714 12 | 194] 130 | 12°8 
Chittagong |, ‘84 858 123 | 1,701 93°60 | 15°77] 13:7 | 191 
Beier =| Re] Aa | Me a] te | | a) ae 
bs : 8 ei] 423 6 . | 44 
ga 1,049 | '957 33] 2.68 210 | 20°6 | 207 | 256 
Chota Nagpar| 2148 | 4,366] 9,940 *b| 2,096 67 | 44| 30! 42 
Total. 34,004 199 | 127 | 10 | 10-4 











Compared with other provinces, very little advantage has been taken of the 
power to abstain from enquiry; for it has for some years been the accepted 
principle in Bengal that, however hopeless the case may appear, no chance is 
tu be lost of enquiring into it if it seems to have been the work of a 

rofessional criminal. The percentage of burglary cases not enquired into 
fis steadily fallen from 19°5 in 1896 to 8:7 in 1899; the percentage in the 
case of theft is 10°4, but there are many cases of theft which*can at once be 
excluded from the category of professional crime. ‘he Lieutenant-Governor 
is disposed to think that this principle has of late been carried too far, with the 
result that a large number of petty cases are now investigated which are 
obviously hopeless from the first, and which.therefore occupy to no purpose the 
time of an overworked police, while, on the other hand, it is to be feared that 
tho knowledge that however petty the crime a police investigation will 
follow, if it is reported, must necessarily lead to the suppression of many cases 
of a trifling character. His Honour is aware that tlre is another side to this 
question, but after fully considering the subject, he is of opinion that the 
general rules laid down in the Police Code, Volume I, Chapter XVI, page 374, 
should be followed more largely than they now are, and the Inspector-General is 
requested to take the requisite steps to have this policy enforced. 

28. Results of trials,—The number of persons convicted and acquitted in 

olice cases and the percentage of convictions to acquittals in each of the last 
our years are shown below:— 








CONVICTED — AcquitteD— 
| Pervants Percent- 
Yaar. B. B Total. : age of age of 
By Magis- Courta Total By Magis- ' Co soe otal Total tried, | convic. Acquit- 
trates. of trates, | of tions. tals. 
Scesion. | Lession, 


























1896. | 77,826 | 31,328 |a,n62 82,490 | 110,975 | 70-5 | 295 
187. css 89,736 | 81,187 1,844 | 82,481 | 122.217 | 73:5} 260 
1898. 81,882 | 80,280 | 1,065 | 81,845.| 113,227 | 723] 276 
1899 70,266 | 27,5389 1Aazs | 28,714 | 107,970 | 73-4 | 266 





Excluding Class VI (Nuisances, &c.), the percentage of convictions is 57:5, 
a slight increase on the figures of last year. Darjeeling, Singhbhum, and 
Cuttack show the highest percentages, aud Shahabud the lowest. There is a 
falling off in the. percentages of both persons and cases convicted by the 
Courts of Session. Noakhali and Palamau return 100 per cent. of convictions, 
but there were only eight and one cases, respectively, in each; Cuttack (88:8) 
and Midnapore (86:6) show the best-results; and Chittagon s (53'3) and Birbhum 


_ 
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(529) the worst. No mention is made of the extent to which District Superin- 
tendents and Assistant Superintendents supervised the-Sessious cases, but from 
the results it may be inferred that there was no improvement in carefulness in 
preparing cases for the Sessions. At the same time a low reentage of 
successful cases at the Sessions is not always wholly due to the inefliciency of 
the police; the personal equation of the Judge, and the vagaries of the jury 
are elements which have also to be taken into consideration, Of the persons 
arrested by the police, 53:3 per cent. were convicted. ‘The acquittals before 
the Courts of Session were chiefly in cases of serious offences against the 
person, 

29. The following table analyses, class by. class, the true crime during the 
last seven years :— 


1893, 1894, 1895, 1896, 1897, 1898, 1899, 
Class I... 2843 2,892 = g770 2,907 8,918 8,144 844 
» Il... 4,568 4704 = 514654175950. 6,145 5,800 
» III... 81,453 84,094 83,570 88,764 51,949 80,864 34,898 
» IV. 2,082 2,412 wgo7 hua 3,116 1,970 1,815 
» Vi. 48,098 45,398 41,423 45,951 68,452 41,559 89,540 
» VIw 47,748 44,684 44,713 45,981 45,585 46,760 44,567 


It is satisfactory to observe that every class, except II, that of serious 
offences against the person, shows a decrease during the year, 


80. Class I (Offences against the State and public tranquillity),—There were 
179 offences relating to coinage reported during the year and 3 relating to 
currency notes, Of the 102 cases specially reported, 65 were found to be 


counterfeit-coin. It is reported that there was a large influxof Muhammadan 
coiners from the Bombay Presidency, called Chhaparbands, and that they were 


but by a recent order of the Government of India finger-print records will in 
future be nope of all offenders under these sections: this should render it. much 
easier to deal with these wandering gangs. 


31, The number of rioting cases shown as true wos 2,194, a considerable 
decrease on the figures for 1898, which were 2,499. Up to 1896 all reported 
cases (not including those found to be mistakes of ne or fact, which were 
not entered in the returns at all) were counted as true, except those found 
by the trying Court to be maliciously false, In 1897 new forms were promul- 
gated by the Government of India ona different basis, and there appears to have . 
been some want of system in the calculations of the true cases for that year; 
the cases declared to be mistakes of fact or of law seem to have been counted 
as true cases. During the last two yeers all cases pending at the beginnin 
of the year have been included, and those pending at the end excluded ; 
moreover all cases have been counted as true, except those dismissed by a 
‘Magistrate before trial, and those declared by him to be mistakes of fact or 
law, non-cognizable, or maliciously false. It ig impossible to calculate the returns ~ 
of the years before 1896 on the basis now adopted, but the figures for the- 
last ten years are given on the’ 


seen oi eeee co 383) margin; those for 1897 have been 
2891 ve 2,187 1896 «. 2,868 re-caleulated according to the system 
oe no hod * $h3 adopted in the two subsequent years ; 

“ys9) “219 "those for previous years being given 


: as they stand in the Reports, Apart 
from the possible variation between 1896 anid 1897, due to an alteration of 


system of culculation, there has been no striking rise or fall in the figures 
during the last ten years except in 1898. The figures for 1899 show a decrease 
in every Division, but, even so, the number of riots in the whole province. ig 
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more than three times the number in the North-Western Provinces and Oudh+ 
Peron. The number of true cases of rioting in 


Burdwan Ae af or 1 caso to every arate each Division and their incidence on 
Presidene: ae 8 ” ” 23,37 the ion is gi i i 
Renn y ee 2 ” a7 La population is given in the margin. 
Dhocd pacar ele ee . 22°473 1@ actual number and the incidence 
Chittagong « 18. , es ae sas _ are highest in the Dacca Division, but 
Patna aig wen ors PR Gi Sis in the incidence on population -the 
Dhagalpur we 186 ma = 46,613 7 Pabhan 
Orissa lit. is 34,592 Presidency and Burdwan Divisions 
‘Chota Nagpur ... 79 yy ” 68,592 follow very close upon it. There was 


a mill riot in Howrah and another in Burdwan, in which the Assistant Manager 
of a paper mill was killed: in the Presidency Division eleven riots ended in loss 
of life. These are hist disgraceful figures for what may be termed the 
Metropolitan Divisions o Bengal, and are discreditable alike to the police 
and to the zamindars of the districts concerned, 

32. It is notoriously difficult to obtain a conviction in rioting cases, as the 
numbers are large, the cases are protracted, there is rarely any independent 
evidence, and it is often complained that the plea of self-defence is too readily 
admitted by the Courts even when it has been shown that thero was time to 
seek the protection of the police, The mainspring of nearly evory riot is a 
Jand dispute, but it is almost impossible to bring home complicity to the owners 
for whose benefit the riot is committed, and who are morally responsible 
for the loss of life that ensues, They may bo prosecuted under sections 
154 to 157 of the Indian Penal Code, but they frequently escape punishment, 
and they may be bound down under section 107, Criminal Procedure Code, 
but in that case it is easy for them to employ others to commit the breach of 
the peace. The provisions of section 410 (e), Criminal Procedure Code, should 
be rigorously enfcrced against those who are suspected of being professional 
lathia's, and, where necessary, prompt application should be made for additional 
police ; moreover, where tho cause of the riot is a land dispute of a serious 
nature, the most efficacious method of dealing with it is to have a settlement and 
record of rights carried out under the provisions of section 101 (6) of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, and there should be no hesitation in applying for action in this 
direction whereever it is needed, Only nine cases of rioting were enquired inro 
by District Superintendents or Assistant Superintendents ; but serious riots are 
matters of little less gravity than dacoities ; nd moreover, from the numbers 
involved, the difficulties of the case and frequently the wealth of the principals, 
these are cases which an unscrupulous police officer can often bring to nought, 
so that the early presence of his superior officer is particularly des rable: the 
Lieutenant-Governor desires that the Inspector-General will impress this strongly 
on police officers, and trusts that a comment of the kind wiil not aguin be 
necessary, e. : ; 

33. The number of rioting cases in which loss of life has occurred during 
the last five years is given ou the margin. The 


1895 oe ~ 08 decrease is shtisfactory, but there does not ap ar to 

1896 ‘as oe 66 ys : ppe 

1n07 see » 8 bea corresponding decrease in the number of cases 

Hop ve “ = where the rioters are an organised body armed with 
Ri ~” oer 


deadly weapons, such as guns, swords, spears, &c, 
Such outrages as these should be treated with the utmost severity, and in the 
opinion of the Lieutenant-Governor, Magistrates trying casos of this kind would 
exercise a wise discretion if they made it a rule to sentence offeuders, on conyic- 
tion, to imprisonment without option of fine. _ The prevalence of rioting has 
long been a blot on the administration of criminal justice in Bengal. ; 

B4, Class II (Serious offences against the person).—There has been a rise of 
155 under this class. Murders by poison show a decrease of seven, and all other 
murders remained stationary. One hundred and seventy-six cases were tried 
by the Sessions Courts, and 116 ended in conviction, but in 2 of these the 
decisions were upset on appeal. F orty-two persons were sentenced to deuth. 
Backergunge returns 36 murders against 45 last year; this is a satisfactory 
result, and the fact that only one of these was by gunshot affords additional 
proof of the wisdom of disarming the district, On’ the other hand, out of eight 
murders in Khulna, three were by gunshot, The Presidency, Burdwan, and 
Patna Divisions show very poor results in dealing with these murdor cases. 
There were 21 cases of drugging, of which 16 were said to be the work of 
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professionals ; 9 of these 16 cases were dealt with as true, and 2 of them sent. 
up fortrial. There was an increase of one in the number of rape cases, and 
Mymensingh again shows the largest figures; but it is hoped that the five 
epecial Inspectors who have been deputed to this district will succeed in 
suppressing the outrages on women for which the district bas attained a 
shameful notoriety. ; 

85. Class 1/1 (Serious offences against property ).—The figures for dacoity are 
satisfactory, showing a decrease of 107 cases. One hundred and twenty- 
nine cases were sent up for trial, and in 79 cases, 400 persons were convicted. ’ 
But it is noticeable that, although all the cases, except two, were classed as 
professional, out of 874 persons sent up, only 38 were B and C class bad 
characters: eight villagers and four dacoits lost their lives in these dacoities. 
The decrease is generally attributed to successful prosecutions of gangs of 
dacoits, which have of late years been taken up ig rented in several districts, 
and to a more frequent resort, in the affected districts, to the preventive 
sections of the Criminal Procedure Code. Burdwan still heads the list, 
though with a smaller number than last year, and it would seem that the 
police are not sufficiently energetic in looking after the bad characters of 
the district. The repressive measures in Purnea, mentioned in the Resolution 
of 1898, have been most successful in checking this form of crime in that 
district, which it may be observed has been unfortunate in having had four 
different Superintendents of Police during the year. The percentage of convic- 
tions shows that the police throughout the province did not display great ability 
in detecting these offences, but it is only fair to them to say that they receive 
little assistance from the villagers who, far from opposing the dacoits, usually 
make no attempt to see or recognise them, or to assist the victims in any way. 
Robberies decreased slightly, and cases of house-breaking increased; the 
results of the trials were much the same as last year. The true cases for the 
yoar were 29,216 and 30,537, respectively. 

36. Class LV (Minor offences against the person).—The offences under this 
class practically consist of wrongful restraint and confincment. There was a 
slight decrease of 155. 

87. Class V (Minor offences against property'.—This class shows a decrease 
of 2,019, chiefly under the head of ordinary thefts. As usual, in a large 
majority of the cases the amount of property stolen was under five rupees. 

38: Class VI (Ail other cases).—The largest number of cases in this class 
falls under the head of public and local nuisances. ‘The total number of cases 
in the class was 44,567 against 46,760 last year. ‘There was an imcrease in the 
number of salt cases from 995 to 1,151, chiefly owing to greater activity in 
the 24-Parganas. Excise cases slightly decreased, and there were no important 
Arns Act prosecutions. The largest decrease in this class, however, is under 
the head of vagrancy aud bad character, a disappointing result since the crime 
returns from the various districts show that the police cannot afford to neglect 
the preventive sections of the Criminal Procedure Code. During the year 3,736 
cases were instituted by the police, in 2,488 of which security was required 
b. the Gourt; but a noticeable feature of the returns is that in Nadia 47 
cases and in Champaran 77 cases were instituted by complaint, and were not 
referred to the police at all: in 25 and 46 of these cases, respectively, security 
was eventually ordered. Villagers are as a rule extremely loth to take upon 
themselves the danger and trouble of instituting these cases, and the facts that 
they appealed to the Magistrate in.these instances and that in so many of 
them their action was justified by the eventual orders of the Court, prove that 
they niust have been very much harassed by these bad characters, and that the 
police were very lax in their supervision. Both these districts show a small 
number of cases instituted by the police, and the particular attention of the 
Inspector-General is invited to the matter. Similarly Burdwan, Howrah, and 
Khulna show simultaneoysly very bad crime returns, and very few bad-livelihood 
cases. In 77 per cent. of all the cases in the province the accused was ordered 
to furnish security sgainst 76 per cent. last year. Of the total number of 
cases tried, 2,089 were tried in the village of the accused, a figure equivalent to 
62 per cent. of the whole. Excluding those who were in jail or who had 
disappeared, 36,417 persons were under the surveillance of the police at the 
close of the year. : ‘ 
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39. Raihoay Police.—The total namiber of cognizable and non-cognizable 
* eases ‘reported tothe Railway Police during the year was 4,273 against 3,576 
last ‘year: 1,613 casés were prosecuted to conviction, ‘There were 605 
accidents on the railway resulting inthe deaths of 264 persons—a decrease on 
last year’s figures. No explanation or details are given of the increase of cases 
of placing obstructions on ‘the line from 38 to 55, but no accident or serious 
umage was caused by them. Thirty-six persons were sent up charged with 
this offence, of whom 20 were convicted. 
40. Non-coynizable crime—Vhe total of non-cognizable crime for 1899 is 
compared in the following statement with that for 1898 :— 
E , 7 





eeesrr cay t Orton 4 : vhs 


Cases, 
. 











od ~— = Increase. Decrease, 
12898, 18908, 
Olass— 

I <e ® ees 9,524 9,473 436 51 

TI Ae ‘ince 16 18 2 A 
Til oes eee 664 778 114 ies 
IV fe * ... 59,692 65,475 eas 4,217 
Vv oe «= -11,889 10,072 ade 1,267 
WEe «. 16.404 15,961 557 vie 
Special laws we 138,296 81,009 see 2,287 
Total vow 29,935 122,786 6738 7,822 
aS 1, eee a rene eceecsead 

Net decrease at ase bee 7,149 


The largest decrease was under Class IV « Petty assaults.” In Class VI 
(<‘ Other offences”) there was an increase under the head “ Disputes as toimmove- 
able property,” and a decrease under that of “ Security for keeping the peace.” 
The decrease under special laws is almost wholly in cases under the Bengal 
Municipal Act. In Murshidabad, Balasore, Malda, and Nvuakhali a compara- 
tively small proportion of persons summoned appeared: it is not clear whether 
these cases are compromised out of Court, or whether the summonses are 
disobeyed: in either case the matter should be looked into, In Malda and 
Hazaribagh the number of acquittals argues a lack of care in issuing processes. 

41, Ltemands.—The following table compares the ; 


percentages of remands 
in the trial of cases sent up by the police in each of the last three years :— 








PERCENTAGE OF A Forms, 



































Year, ne aaa - ———__—_ 
‘Dkp first | Remandod | Renmnded | Remanded Remanded | Remanded | Remanded elioerihee Pohd- 
hearing. once, | twice. thrice, four times, | five times, six times, aix Pinte. ing. 

dard, And wel dame bot ad orale Tae 
1897 ... 845 | 22:7 153 10:4 6:2 
1898 ... | 828 | 206 | 150 | 106 69 
1899 ... 83-0 | 215 149 10 64 























There was a slight improvement in the percentage of cases decided on the 
first two hearings, viz., 54°5 against 53°4, but the proportion of cases remanded 
more than ‘six times-is-still too high, In Buckergunge 121, or 11 per cent., of 
the A-forms sent up were remanded more than six times, and in Patna 77, 
or about 9 per cent,: these results are not creditable, and an explanation should 
be furnished. In Pabna only 35°9 per cent. of the cases were disposed of in 
the first two sittings, but this is said to be duc toa gang case, the enquiry into 
which occupied much of the time of the Magistrates at, Sirajganj. Mymensingh 
(38°1), Faridpur (407), and Backergunge (36°7) are also offenders in this 
respect, and the Commissioner will be asked to draw the special attention of 
the Magistrates of these districts to the matter. 

42, Previous convictions.—Out of 18,086 persons convicted of offences 
against property, 2,182 had been previously convicted, giving a percentage of 12 
against 12:2 last year. The highest percentage of reconvictions is returned by 





the Patna Division, and the lowest by the Rajshahi Division. The figures 
for individual districts fluctuate between 20°7 per cent. in Muzaffarpur and 
57 in Purnea. There seems absolately no reason for these variations, and 
the Lieutenant-Governor is driven to the conclusion that the police in some 
districts do not take the trouble to enquire whether an accused person is 
an old offender or not, and the attention of the Inspector-General is invited 


to the matter. 


43, Systems of identification During the year reference was made to the 
Central Office with respect to 892 persons whom the local police were unable to 
identify. Of these, 580 were identified as old offenders by their finger-impres- 


sions, and 57 by anthropometry, or 637 in all. This is very 


satisfactory and 


ields the highest percentage yet attained by the Central Office, which is to 
be congratulated on the result. The results obtained since 1494 are given in 
the table below, and it is perhaps unnecessary to observe that it is by no means 
certain that all the persons not identified had been previously convicted: — 





Number 

cactenbety | _idontited 

Year, Y |. by finger. 
anthro- on 

Pometry only. rss ys 














* Juveniles were also excluded from the total in columa 6 in these years, 









with femal 
juveniles anc 
non-British 
subjects ex- 
cluded from 
total of 
column 6. 


44. The Inspector-General brings to the notice of Government the good 
work of Messrs. Pratt, Masters, and Harris, Deputy Tnspectors-General, and 


Mr. Barnard, Assistant Inspector-General of Railwa 


Police, and records’ his 


obligations to Mr, Showers, his Personal Assistant, and Mr. Warden, who was in 
charge of the Central Office for identification, and the Lieutenant-Governor has 
a in recognising the services of Mr, Greer in the administration of the 

epartment during the year. The names of the District Superintendents, 


Assistant Superintendents and Ins 


tors, who have been specially commended 


in paragraph 43 of the Report, will be noted in the Appointment Department. 
Orver.—Ordered that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
Inspector-General of Police, the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, and all 


Commissioners of Divisions, for information. 


Ordered also that the Resolution be published in the Calcutia Gazette. 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


J. A. BOURDILLON, 
Offg. Chief Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 





yar WEATHER AND OROP REPORT, 


For the weak ending the 8th October 1900. 


Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar 0:09, Kalna 0:16, Katwa 0:16, Raniganj 0:02. Weather 
hot and cloudy. Threshing of aus going on. Prospects of aman fair. fodder and water 
sufficient. Common rice selling as follows :— 


Sadar 
Kalna 
Katwa 


~ Raniganj 


Srs. 

12 

102 

12 per rupeo. 
12 


Birbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Rampur Hat 042. Weather fair. Crops doing 
well. Price of common rice at Sadar 12 seers and at Rampur Hat 13 soors per rupee. 


Fodder sufficient. 


Bankura.— Weather fair. Standing crops doing well. Fodder and water sufficient. 
No cattle-disease. Common rice at Bankura 12 seers and at Vishnupur L1} seers per rupee. 


Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 0:97, Contai 1°89, Tamluk 1:96, Ghatal 0°10. Weather 
cloudy at Sadar and Tamluk; fair at Contai; hot at Ghatal. Portions of Contai and 
Tamluk are still under water. Floods in Ghatal thana have almost subsided. No flood 
Paddy crops have been damaged severely in most 
laces in the Sadar and subdivisions. Fodder sufficient except in flooded tracts. No cattle- 
Rssiss. Common rice sells as follows :— 


report received from Daspur thana. 


Sadar 
Vamluk 
Ghatal 


8rs_ ch. 
12 0 
9 13} > per rupee. 
10 0 


Hooghly.—Rainfall at Sadar 0:36, Serampore 1:10, Arambagh 002. Prospects of 
standing crops poor. Steepiig of jute nearly finished. Common rice sells at 10 seers per 


ee 


. Howrah.—Rainfall at Sadar -42, Ulubaria 3°55. Weather cloudy with occasional 
showers, Paddy and sugarcane crops in many places are still under water aud damaged to 
a great extent. Cutting of jute nearly finished. Water sufficient. Want of fodder is 
being felt. Price of common rice 10 seers 1 chitak per rupee. 


24-Parganas.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘81, Barasat 5:10, Diamond Harbour 3:07. Weathor 
cloudy and showery. A good deal of rice is emerging from the flooded areas, and prospects 
are not quite so bad as was reported. But the destruction of the crop on low ill-drained 
lauds is complete. The estimated outturn of the winter rice crop is 8 annas. Aman in low 
lands generally destroyed, but on higher lands 10 to 16 annas is expected. Aus is being 
harvested. Washing of jute going on briskly. Outtle-disease in Barasat reported, Fodder 
and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Sadar 

Barasat 

Basirhat 

Diamond Harbour 


Srs. 


10 
ll 
9 ( Per rupee. 


10% 


Nadia.—Rainfall at Sadar 0:07, Kushtia 0:25, Meherpur 0°63, Chuadanga 0-91. 
Weather seasonable. Prospocts of aman and other standing crops generally good except in 
Ranaghat where they were partly damaged by the cyclone. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Price of common rice stationary. 


Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 0:05, Jangipur 1:11, Lalbagh nil, Kandi 0-44. 
Weather hot in day and cool at night. Harvesting of avs and cutting of jute finished. 
The recent cyclone and floods damaged the winter rice crop in Kandi to the extent of under 
four annas ; in the rest of the district the pros k 
nearly over, Oattfe-disoaso reported from Nabagram thana. Fodder and water sufficient. 

rice selling at Sadar 12} seers, Jangipur 13} seers, Lalbagh 13 seers and Kandi 


14 seers por rupee. 


t of aman 


8 improved. Sowing of kalai 
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a EO TNT ee : 
Jessore.—Rainfall at Sadat 541, Thenida 2:04, Magura 0-47, Narail 285, Bangaon 


242. Weather sultry, cloujy. Prospects of standing crops good. Harvesting of aus 
paddy nearly finished. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows:— 





tants", 





Srs. 
Sadar bed is a) ww 149 
qheoids _ ie Rss oer 38 4 . 
agura oe oes one eae i % 
Narail eas ose son soe is eer 7 
Bangaon ope a6 eee pa Le 


Khulna.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:20, Bagerhat 1:69, Satkhira 3:95, Weather fair. 
Oommon rice sells nt Sadar 13 seers, Bagerhat 13} seers, and Satkhira 11 seers per rupee. 
Fodder and water anfficient. 


Rajshahi.—Rainfall at Sadar 2-90, Nator nil, Naugaon 0-03. Prospects of standing 
crops good. No oattle-disease, Fodder and water sufficient. Oommon rice solling at 14} 
seers per rupee. 


Dinajpur.—Rainfall nil. Weather fine, Rain wanted in south of district. Prospect 
of aman moderate. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water plentiful. Rice 15 seers a 
rupee at Sadar and 13 seors at Thakutgaon. 


eae nil. be ree Haimanti paddy growing well. 
Harvesting of bhadoi still continues ‘in 8. eping of jute going on. Price of comm 
rice steady. Fodder ‘and water sufficient. atid om 

Darjeeling. — ginal at Darjeeling 0°02, Kurseong 0:43, Siliguri 0-20, Weather 
seasonable. Hills—Bhutta, bhatoi paddy, snd potatoes being harvested; sara marua and 
haimanti paddy doing well Terai—Harvesting of bhadci and transplanting of Aaimanti 
paddy finished. Coarse rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 


Hills ee wee ana 1) 
Terai ane vat 14 per rupee. 


Bhutta sells at Darjeeling 22 seers and at Kalimpong 28 seers per rupee. 


Rangpur.—Rainfall nil. Weather Hot. More rain wunted. Steeping of jute and 
transplantation of aman finished, Water aud fodder sufficient. Co-amon rice sells at Sadar 
10 seers, Kurigram 11 seers, and Nilphamari 14 seers per rupee. 


Bogra.—Average rainfall 0:10. Prospects of standing crops good. . Land is being 
prepared for rai crops, Prices unchanged, Fodder and water ample. Cittlé-disease 
reported from Sherpur and Panohbibi. 


Pabna.—Rainfall at Sadar 0°38, Sirajganj 0°86. Weather partially wloudy and hot. 

Prospects of orops better than in September. "Rocerit rain has done much good to aman 
addy. Common tice sells at 12°seors ‘9 chitaks per rupee. Fodder and ‘water sufficient. 

Ko cattle-disease reported. 

Dacca. —Rainfall ‘at Sader 79, Mdnikganj +59, Minshiganj +03, Narai j *07. 
Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing crops good, Fodder available. No cattle-disease. 
Common rice 12 seers per rupee, - 

° Mymensingh.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘89, Jamalpur ‘90, Kishoreganj 21, Netrokona 1:65, 
Tangail 1:17. Weather seasonnble. Prospect of winter rice crop good except at Jamalpur, 
where more rain is wanted, Fodder and water sufficient. Condition of cattle good. Com- 
mon rice sells as follows :— 


Sre. 
Sadar wees we posed 
Tongail wes hus seve ABU 
Jamalpur nee te aes per Tupeo. 
Kishoreganj Pak Bes a SAD «i Bk 
Netrokona ae as coel aD, ; 


Fatidpur.—Woathor'seasonablo, ‘Common tise 129 seers por rupee. 


Backergunge.—Raintill:at Sadar 1°45, Weathergeaconable, Pr of 205, : 
Oommon rice sélis at 12 seers (aman) and 14 seers (aus), per. eae, si thiah lic aoabteaiats 

Tippera.—Rainfall at Brahmaubaria “23, Chandpur “15. Westher hot. ‘Prospects of 
gee sts favourable. ‘Mddder and water sullicieut. Price of ‘common ‘tice ‘averages 18 










ae 


ee uy gi sn. 4 ; | Fa : es Eaahe Pott, te a 
‘TO THE OA ‘A GAZETTE, OCTOBER 10, 1900, 16208 


/ ws nbooll of gan > 
eee 


rs Noakhali.— Rainfall ‘at’ Sadar 1:41, Foni :40. Recont rain has done good to the 
pe Lands are being cultivated for rabi crops. No cattlo-disoase reported. Fodder and 
good. Common rive sells at 16 soors (aus) and 124 soors (amzn) per rupse. 


of : Chittagong. —Rainfal at Sadar 0°61, Oox’s Bazar nil. More rain urgently wanted 


trict. Transplantation of winter rice nearly completed. Oattle-disoaso still 
prevalent. Fodder and water sufficient. Gomaion rico 12 soers per rupee. 


Patna.—Ruinfall nil. Prospects of winter rice not favourable. Fields aro boing 
i sowings. Fodder and water for cattle sufficient. Common rice 15 soors 
ru 


Gaya.—Paddy doing well. Lands are being proparol for rabi crops. Common rico 
selling at 11 seers per rupee. “ 


Shahabad.—No rainfall. Harvesting of bhad0i nearly fiaishol. Fodder and water 
sufficient. ioe at Sadar 12 seers per rupee. 


Saran.—Rainfall at Sadar 0-04, Siwan 3°58, Gopalganj 4:40. Weather cloudy and 
hot. Harvesting of bhadoi going on. Lands are being prepared for radi. Prospect of 
winter paddy good. Uommon rice 12 seers 9 chitaks and makai 21 soors 3 chitaks per rupee, 


Champaran.—No rain. Weathor seasonable. Biadoi harvesting nearly over. Ayhani 
crops doing well. Preparation for rabi going on. Fodder and water sufficient. Prioos of 
common rice and maize at Sadar are 114 and 23 seors per rupes respectively. 


r.—Rainfall nil. Harvesting of bhadoi crops almost finished. Prospects of 
standing crops excellent. Prices are—Ovmmon rice 13 seers, wheat 12} seors, barley 16 
seers, maize 22} seers, gram 14} seers, arhar 15} seers and marua 22 } seors per rupes. 


“Darbhanga.—No rain, Weather hot. Prospacts of standing crops good. Harvesting 
of bhadoi nearly finished. Cattle-disease reported from Madhubani Ba 4 RO Fodder 
and water sufficient. Oommon rice selling as follows :— 


Srs. 
Sader Me vs 144 
Madhubani see coo ve» 14} ) per rupee. 
Samastipur coe 14 


Monghyr.—Rainfall at Monghyr nil, Begusarai-50, Jamui ‘23. Weather bright and 
hot. More rain still wanted for paddy, Standing crops promising. Sowing of kurthi and 
kalai continues. Lands are being prepared for radi crops. Common rice sells as follows:— 


Srs. 
Monghyr Ex vie we Il tol2 ; 
Begusarai Pan eae ne 124 } per rupee. 
Jamui Soe 4 sé 12 


Bhagalpur.— Weather hot. Standing crops growing well, No cattle-disoase. Fodder 
and water ample. Prices stationary. 


Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Kighanganj 4:60, Araria 3°08. Weather hot and 
clear. Steeping of jute nearly over. Prospects of ayhani crops good. No cattle.disoase 


reported. Fodder and wuter sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 
; Sre. 
Sadar ooo oes oe ane 14 
Kishanganj ome kiss 8 jee ed per rupee. 
- Araria ive on tee ee + 18 


of kalai going on. Winter rice doing well. No cattle-diseaso, r and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells at 14 seers per rupee. 


Sontha! Parganas.—Average rainfall -61, Weather seasonable. Standing crops doing 
well. Fodder and water sufficient. Cattle disease reported from Rajm subdivision. 
Average price of rice 12 seers 18 chitaks and of maize 27 seers 4 chitaks per rupee. 

Cattack.—Kainfall at Sadar 2°85, Jajpur 4°25. Weather cloudy. Bea/i being harvested. 


Sarad and sugarcane growing. Oondition of men and cattle generally good. I'odder 
available. Some da oe oth on low lands .is apprehended on account of high flood. 


Malda.—No rain. Weather seasonable, Lands are being oe ed for rabi. Sowing 
8 


Common rice sells as follows :— z 
S8rs, ch. 
Sader . ae «we 18 12 
Jajpur : ‘nd “1 7 per eupon. 


Kendrapara and Banki returns not received, 








Salasore.— Rainfall at Sadar 3-60. Woedin of 
hems g gorad 


thrasheflven Aue ou g! Stiphroa 
sells ate 154°, ident 08 Sa hp “in ititetior?” Balasbre 
Some loss of marda, Singti,’ Bilasdire, “Fé 
Jn some places’ der waning owing todonie Teh ae hie 


 Angtl—Rainfall at Atigul’ 1°10; “Weather cloudy, oyclonic ing 
of kulthi and mung ad a of — it itl Myaty " tae 





available, eres aes Sel eae i Mowe per ugul and & to seers 
rupee at Bissi n aoe r of persons a reliek—Men 590, ‘women: 
Boo, ay children 233, ” . 


Puri.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:99, 061. Weather seasonable. ‘Transplanti 
of sarad nearly over. Weeding contin ‘Laghu in eer. Beali and mandia being 
Sugarcane is being hound. State of miscellaneous ea good, Flood i is subsiding. Rodder 


wator'suffidient. Oommoli ride: sell be Bolle? hat Ovie, 
Srs. ch, 
gen Be 
hurda ats ava Ra PRY 
Tiateridr of district 22. 11g je “Bees, 


.—Weathét cloudy fall t, Sa 0 
that goag OE Print t Hay go gota sie re re Sig 5%, Seep ol Hosa 


at Sadar 134 seers and at'@: 
Be rtnee © fergie dee ely ce cere aa A its 

Ranchi,—Rainfall 0:78. Weather ha Harvesting of g2ra paddy and.mzrua 
continues... Prospeot of winter rice good, Average p Eee: of} common rice 1D seers per 
rupee, and that of gora rice 16} seers per per rupse. Oattle-disease rep orted from threo thanas. 
Bodder and! water sutfidiont?" 9 # #10 foc pxvarrtar ss ae 
ed bh dey 
; Palamau.—Rainfall 0: 21, Weather scasonable. Gram basing sown. Prospects of. 
standing crops still favourable. Prices at Sadar are—Rice 10 seers 2 chitaks, makai 27 
seers, gram 10 seers 2 chitaks, ‘Batley 11} seers, wheat 94 seers per rupee. 


Manbhum.—Rainfall dt’ Sadar 0-36, Gobindpur 0-47. Weather at, fist, soasonable, 
then cloudy. Orops on ground doing well, « Fodder and water sufficient, Cattle-disease 
reported from thanas Jhalma ‘and bazar. Average | tice of common rioe at Sadar 
iM ‘seeds: 14 chitaks “and at Gobiniipur: ‘LL seers er #uped.(’ y ‘sufficient. 


yt) oo sreew 0°50." Bes t ae 2) i On nw tt)e 
wm inghbhum be Hantal oh ), “Aus is, hang cuts coutturn well.up to the average. 
Prospet cag ut some of the paddy on the lower land is suffering from exces- 
sive moistur Leary some of thebhadoi crops on the high Jand have been tatal sts by the 
rain, oe asia of rice is 13? seers in the distrit ; at Chaibassa 12 seers. 


ral Summary. —The rainfall during the week was neal, oni is lace moderate] 
» and South-West and’ caer 4 


imran in Orissa; Ch 
rain fell, and in North only a few showers are * ane prospects’ the 
winter rice cro good except in the flooded tracts of the B Burdwan, Presidency and 


are 

Divisions, +In'. idnapére; Hoo; , Howrah and’ the 24- -Paigandé thé Tite pit =i 

lands-in many places! are'still wnder' water tid déstroyedl ‘to a considérdble ithy 

crop is still in need- of ‘rain’ im “Dina ari: il Ratig/pur, Chittagong” ard’ M 

harvesting of the autumn crops is almost at an end, and the preparation of mee _ ‘te 

wing antes is in prone "Fodder is sufficient except in the flooded tracts of  Midnepore, 
wrah and Balasore. Cases of cattle disease continue to be reported from sorte ‘districts, 

The price of rice hits fidllew' in ‘1 districts, has risen in 10, and is stationary fn ‘the* tebe, 
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a i onder. of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bong: 


canethve vw Hew perio a 


roid iy ai 
Scoretary to the Govt, of Bengal: 
Revenve DerarTwent, 
The Ot October 2000: 


bree tbe mye 


PRICES-CURRENT (REZAIL): OF FOOD-GRAINS AND: SALT 
In THE 


IEAD.QUARTERS STATION BAZARS OF THE DISTRIOTS OF BENGAL 
DURING THE FORTNIGHT ENDING THE’30ra SEPTEMBER ‘1900. 


